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Part One: Opinion

Write your answer below. Use full sentences

"In your opinion, has technology improved or weakened traditional cultural festivals and

customs in your country? Why?"

Write at least two sentences.
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| Part Two: Plan

Write a plan for the essay prompt below. Please note — this asks for a plan, not a full essay.

Write a plan for an essay about how technology has influenced a traditional cultural
festival or custom in your country.

Include information about;

¢ Briefly introduce the festival or tradition you will discuss.
e Mention why this cultural event is important and how it has changed over time.
e Explain how technology has influenced the festival or tradition.
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Part Three: Essay

"How has technology changed traditional cultural festivals and customs in your country?

Include information about:

e Briefly introduce the festival or tradition you will discuss.
e Mention why this cultural event is important and how it has changed over time.
e Explain how technology has influenced the festival or tradition.

Write at least 150 words in paragraphs.
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Part 4: Inference Question |

Text |

Lena was excited to visit her grandmother, who had recently bought her first smartphone. Lena
had noticed that her grandmother usually avoided new gadgets, preferring her old phone with
large buttons. But this time, her grandmother had decided to try a smartphone because all her
friends were using messaging apps to stay connected.

When Lena arrived, her grandmother looked frustrated. She said she couldn’t understand how
to make a call or send a message. Lena spent the next hour showing her how to use the basic
functions, like calling, texting, and taking photos. She also downloaded a video-calling app so
her grandmother could chat with family who lived far away.

By the end of the afternoon, Lena’s grandmother was smiling as she proudly sent her first text
message. "I never thought I'd be able to do this!" she laughed. "It feels like magic." Lena realized
that technology, while confusing at first, could open new possibilities for her grandmother to
stay connected.

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

Why does Lena’s grandmother say using the smartphone feels like "magic'?
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| Part 4: Justification Question

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

Why is your answer to the inference question the best answer?
Use the information in the text above to support your answer.
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Maze: One

1. Emma recently (A. has been accepted / B. accepted / C. accepts) into a university
program that focuses on environmental studies. She (A. was interested / B. has interested
/ C. is interest) in this field for a long time and knew this was the right choice. Her first
class (A. begins / B. is beginning / C. has begun) on Monday morning, and she is both
excited and nervous. To prepare, she (A. was reading / B. has read / C. reads) several
articles on environmental issues over the weekend.

Maze: Two
Story:

1. Success can mean different things to different people, but generally, it (A. is defined / B.
has been defining / C. defined) as achieving a desired goal. Some people believe that
success (A. depends / B. is depending / C. has depended) on hard work alone, while
others think it requires a combination of luck and opportunity. To achieve success, it’s
essential (A. that one develops / B. to one develop / C. if one develops) good habits and
stays committed. Many successful people agree that if they (A. hadn't focused / B.
hadn’t been focusing / C. didn’t focus) on their goals, they would not be where they are
today. It's often said that those who fail (A. will learn / B. are learning / C. learn)
valuable lessons that can lead to future success. Psychologists believe that success (A.
can be defined / B. is defining / C. defining) differently depending on individual values
and life goals. Some people argue that success (A. should measure / B. should be
measured / C. should measuring) not just by wealth, but also by happiness and well-
being. In a world where many value fame, people often forget (A. what does success
truly mean / B. what success truly means / C. what it truly means success) on a
personal level.
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Reading 1
Passage: Artificial Intelligence in Daily Life

In recent years, artificial intelligence (Al) has gradually woven itself into the fabric of everyday
life. Many people, often without realizing it, rely on Al technologies to assist them in tasks ranging
from navigation to entertainment. For example, when someone asks their phone for directions or
to recommend a restaurant, they’re using a form of Al known as machine learning. This type of Al
processes vast amounts of data to provide personalized responses.

Interestingly, while many individuals acknowledge the convenience of Al, few recognize the
extent of its influence. In the world of online shopping, Al is used to predict customer preferences
based on past purchases and browsing habits. Some critics argue that this has a hidden downside.
By making suggestions, Al can limit people’s exposure to new experiences, unintentionally
creating a "bubble" around them, where they only see items similar to those they have already
shown interest in.

Moreover, Al is not only influencing our choices but is also learning from us. Through data
collection, Al systems analyze human behavior, from the videos people watch to the routes they
take. While this data allows for improved services, it raises ethical questions. Are people aware of
how their data is being used, and do they agree with the way Al personalizes their digital
experiences? As Al continues to evolve, some believe society must set boundaries to protect
privacy, while others think these innovations bring more benefits than risks

As Al systems advance, they are beginning to take on roles previously considered exclusively
human, such as detecting diseases or even creating art. While these applications are
groundbreaking, they also raise questions about originality and accuracy. Can a machine truly
replace a human artist, or is there something inherently human about creativity that AT will never
replicate? The future of Al remains a topic of debate, with voices on both sides advocating for
either increased integration or cautious regulation.

1. What does the author imply about people’s awareness of Al in their lives?
A) Most people are fully aware of Al’s extensive role.
B) People recognize AI’s convenience but not its full impact.
C) People generally reject the use of Al in daily tasks.
2. The author mentions the “bubble” effect in online shopping to suggest that:

A) Al may unintentionally limit people’s choices.
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B) Al encourages people to explore a wider range of options.
C) Al promotes more efficient shopping experiences.
3. What ethical issue is raised concerning AI’s data collection?
A) How Al decides which data to discard and which to keep.
B) How people feel about the use of their data for Al personalization.
C) Whether Al can store data securely enough.

4. In the context of the passage, what is a key question regarding AI’s role in creative
fields like art?

A) Whether Al can learn to use advanced tools like humans.
B) If Al can produce more artwork than human artists.
C) Whether Al can fully replace human artists’ creativity.
5. What stance does the passage suggest about the future of AI?
A) There should be a balanced approach between use and regulation.
B) Al should be restricted solely to non-creative fields.

C) AT’s role in society should be unlimited and unregulated.

Reading 2 —
Culture and Social Media: Staying Connected Globally

Social media has become one of the most popular ways for people to communicate and share
their lives. Whether it’s through photos, videos, or posts, people use social media to stay in touch
with friends and family, no matter where they live. Many users also enjoy following people from
other countries to learn about their culture, traditions, and everyday lives. In this way, social
media brings the world closer together.

However, social media also has some drawbacks when it comes to culture. For example,
sometimes people focus on showing only the “best” parts of their lives, which may not be
completely honest. This can create unrealistic expectations about what life should be like.
Additionally, certain cultural practices may be misunderstood if people only see a small part of
them on social media.
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On the positive side, social media allows people to learn about global events, cultural festivals,
and celebrations that they may not know about otherwise. For example, someone in the United
States can watch videos of celebrations in France or see photos in Brazil. This helps people
appreciate and understand other cultures, even if they have never visited those countries.

Overall, social media can be a useful tool for connecting people and sharing cultural experiences.
However, it’s important to remember that what we see online may not show the full picture.
People should try to learn about different cultures through books, travel, or talking to people
directly, not just through social media.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

1. The passage suggests that showing only the “best” parts of life on social media
might:
A) inspire people to be more creative in their own lives.

B) give people an unrealistic view of daily life.
C) improve cultural understanding by showing positive images.
2. The author suggests that a good way to understand culture outside of social media is:
A) by reading, traveling, or meeting people face-to-face.
B) by learning about local culture from social media influencers.
C) by focusing on cultural practices in one’s own country.
3. Which statement best summarizes the main idea of the passage?
A) Social media is best for sharing personal achievements with others.
B) Social media is a complete way to understand other cultures.

C) Social media offers a view of global cultures but isn’t always accurate.
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Reading Passage: Technology Through Time

The "Technology Through Time" exhibit at the City Museum presents a unique exploration of
technological advances and their influence on society. This exhibit, open for a limited time, offers
visitors an in-depth look at the development of technology, featuring inventions from early
communication devices to modern digital tools. The museum displays vintage computers, some
dating back to the 1950s, illustrating how technology has become faster, smaller, and more
accessible.

A popular feature is the interactive gaming display, where visitors can test gaming consoles from
the 1980s and 1990s. This section encourages people to reflect on the evolution of entertainment
technology and the impact of early video games on today’s culture. The exhibit also includes a
virtual reality (VR) room, where visitors can experience simulations of historical periods. The VR
journey starts with a scene from the industrial revolution, showcasing factory life and highlighting
the contrast between past and present technological environments.

According to the museum director, the exhibit aims to prompt questions about the pace of
technological change and the social impacts of new inventions. Through these displays, visitors
are encouraged to consider both the positive aspects of innovation and the challenges that come
with it, such as environmental costs and privacy issues. As technology continues to shape our
future, this exhibit hopes to inspire conversations about the responsibilities and possibilities that
come with technological advancements.

Multiple-Choice Questions:
1. What is the primary focus of the "Technology Through Time" exhibit?
A) To display the latest advancements in smartphones and computers
B) To explore the social effects of technological changes over time
C) To show how gaming has evolved from the 1980s to the present

D) To highlight the environmental impact of technological progress
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2. What aspect of entertainment does the interactive display allow visitors to
experience?

A) Video games from different decades
B) Virtual reality games from the 1990s
C) The development of social media platforms
D) Television shows from the early 2000s
3. Which statement best describes the VR room’s focus?
A) It contrasts past and present workplace technology
B) It recreates scenes from modern-day manufacturing
C) It highlights the development of communication devices
D) It features only the evolution of smartphones
4. What does the museum director hope visitors will gain from the exhibit?
A) A sense of nostalgia for older devices
B) Curiosity about how technology impacts daily life
C) Information on how to use historical devices
D) Instructions on future technological inventions

5. Which of the following topics is not explicitly mentioned as a part of the
exhibit?

A) Environmental concerns related to technology
B) The influence of early video games on culture
C) The role of smartphones in modern communication

D) The privacy issues surrounding new technology
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Part 2: True, False, Not Given Questions:

1. The exhibit features a VR experience that includes scenes from the industrial
revolution.

o True
o False

o Not Given

2. Visitors can try modern gaming consoles as part of the interactive gaming

display.
o True
o False

o Not Given

Reading Passage:
Competitions and Cultural Heritage in the UAE

Inthe United Arab Emirates, competitions are notjust about winning prizes—they are deeply
connected to preserving cultural heritage. Traditional competitions, such as camel racing,
falconry, and poetry contests, hold a significant place in Emirati culture. These events
celebrate skills and values that have been passed down through generations, and they
provide an opportunity for younger people to reconnect with their roots.

Camel racing, for instance, dates back hundreds of years and was originally a way for
Bedouin tribes to showcase their prized camels. Today, it has become a highly organized
sport with advanced technology, including robot jockeys and sophisticated tracking
systems. Spectators gather from across the Gulf region to watch and cheer, creating a festive
atmosphere that unites people around a shared tradition.
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Similarly, falconry is considered one of the oldest sports in the UAE and has a strong bond
with desert life. In ancient times, falcons were trained to assist Bedouins in hunting small
animals. This skill has evolved into modern falconry competitions, where trained falcons
demonstrate their speed and agility in front of large audiences. These competitions not only
highlight the falcons' abilities but also teach younger generations about patience, precision,
and the connection between humans and animals.

Additionally, poetry competitions are a prominent feature in Emirati culture. Nabati poetry, a
form of oral storytelling, is particularly popular. In these contests, poets recite verses that
speak to themes of honor, love, and courage. The art form is cherished because it reflects
the values and emotions of the Arab world. While some may argue that modern culture is
overtaking these traditions, the continued popularity of these competitions shows a
commitment to preserving cultural identity in the face of globalization.

These competitions, although rooted in history, have adapted to modern times. By
combining tradition with new technologies and approaches, the UAE is keeping its culture
alive in ways that appeal to both older and younger generations. For many Emiratis, these
events are not only about cultural pride but also a way of balancing tradition with the
challenges of a rapidly changing world.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

1. According to the passage, why are competitions significant in the UAE?
A) They provide people with skills for modern life.
B) They connect generations by preserving heritage.
C) They are a new trend in Emirati culture.

2. Inwhat way has technology impacted camel racing in the UAE?
A) Traditional jockeys have been replaced with modern technology.
B) Races have become more competitive due to global spectators.

C) The sport is now less popular among young Emiratis.
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3. Whatis a key reason for the UAE’s approach to blending tradition with

modernity?

A) To preserve culture in a fast-evolving world.
B) To compete with other cultures globally.

C) To transform traditions into purely modern activities.
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