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Part One: Opinion

Write your answer below. Use full sentences

"In your opinion, has technology changed cultural festivals and customs in your country?
Why?"

Write at least two sentences.
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| Part Two: Plan

Write a plan for the essay prompt below. Please note — this asks for a plan, not a full essay.

Write a plan for an essay about how technology has changed cultural festival or custom in
your country.

Include information about;

¢ Briefly introduce the festival or tradition you will discuss.
e Mention why this cultural event is important and how it has changed over time.
e Explain how technology has influenced the festival or tradition.
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| Part Three: Essay

""How has technology changed traditional cultural festivals and customs in your country?

Include information about:

¢ Briefly introduce the festival or tradition you will discuss.
e Mention why this cultural event is important and how it has changed over time.
e Explain how technology has influenced the festival or tradition.

Write at least 150 words in paragraphs.
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| Part 4: Inference Question |

| Text |

The Smart City Project

Ali and his family live in Dubai, one of the most modern cities in the UAE. One day, Ali’s father told
him about a new "smart city" project in their neighborhood. Ali learned that this meant the city was
adding new technology to make life easier. For example, they were putting sensors on streetlights to help
with traffic and installing solar panels on buildings to save energy. Ali was excited and wanted to see
how this new technology worked.

The next day at school, Ali’s teacher showed the class how to use tablets for studying. Before, they used
heavy textbooks, but now they could find information on their screens with just a tap. Ali liked this
change because it made learning easier and faster. After school, Ali told his parents that he felt lucky to
be learning with the latest technology. His father agreed, saying, “In a few years, you’ll be even more
prepared for the future!”

One weekend, Ali’s family went to a science fair in the city. They saw a robot that could help people by
carrying bags and delivering items. There was also a drone that could fly and bring packages to homes.
Ali was amazed and asked his father, “Do you think one day we will live in a city full of robots?” His
father laughed and said, “Maybe! The UAE is growing quickly with technology. Who knows what will
happen next?”” Ali went home feeling excited and curious about the future of his smart city.

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

What can we guess about Ali’s view of the future after the science fair?
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| Part 4: Justification Question

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

Why is your answer to the inference question the best answer?
Use the information in the text above to support your answer.
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Part One — Maze

Life in the past in the UAE (1) is / was / had simple and deeply connected to the land and sea.
Before the oil was discovered, most people (2) living / lived / had lived in small coastal villages
or desert settlements. The main jobs were fishing, pearl diving, and trading, which (3) is / was /
were essential to the economy. Pearl divers (4) faced / facing / face difficult conditions, spending
long hours in the sea, while traders journeyed across the desert in camel caravans, connecting the
UAE to other regions.

Part 2 — Maze

In today's fast-paced world, the search for fulfilling jobs and successful careers has become
increasingly competitive. Job seekers are constantly seeking opportunities to gain an edge in the
market, (1) and / for / by improving their skills and networking abilities.

It's often said that (2) the harder / the more hard / the hardest you work, (3) the much/ the
more / the most experience you gain. This rings true for individuals (4) whose / which who strive
for advancement in their careers. The (5) most / more / more and more skills they acquire, (6)
the many / the more / the most opportunities they attract.

Recently, there has been a rise in interest in remote work options. Many companies (7) predicted
/ predicts / predict that remote work (8) will be / is being / would be more widely adopted in the
near future.
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Reading Passage:
The Impact of Technology on Society

Technology has changed many parts of our lives in recent years. Machines and devices, like
computers and phones, have made work, shopping, and healthcare easier. Artificial Intelligence
(Al) is one of the most important new technologies. It helps businesses learn more about what
people want to buy. Al also helps companies make better choices by studying a lot of information.
Another important technology is robotics, which is used to make products. Robots can work with
great care and do things faster than people. In healthcare, new technology is also making life better.
For example, new types of prosthetics (artificial body parts) help people do everyday activities
more easily.

Technology makes life easier in many ways, but it also brings some problems. For example, some
people worry about their privacy with new devices. It is important to think about these issues as
we use more technology.

Multiple-Choice Questions:
1. One way Al is useful for businesses is by:
A) creating more online shopping websites.
B) helping them understand what customers want.
C) replacing robots in the factory.

2. Robots are helpful in factories because they:
A) help businesses learn about their customers.
B) study lots of information like Al
C) are faster and more careful than humans.

3. Which of the following is a benefit of new prosthetics in healthcare?
A) They let people shop online.
B) They help people with daily tasks.
C) They are only used in factories.

4. What is one concern people have about new technology?
e A)ltis too slow for making products.
e B) It takes away people’s jobs.
e C) It can affect people’s privacy.

5. What is the general message of this passage?
e A) Technology is always helpful and easy to use.
e B) Technology has benefits but also some problems.
e () Only healthcare benefits from new technology.
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Falconry: An Ancient Sport

Falconry is the practice of training and using birds of prey, such as falcons and hawks, to hunt
small animals. This sport is very old; people have practiced falconry for over 4,000 years! It is
thought to have started in the Middle East and Central Asia and then spread to Europe, North
Africa, and even Japan.

In falconry, a trained bird wears a small leather hood over its head to keep it calm. The falconer,
the person who trains the bird, uses a glove to protect their hand and a special rope called a "leash"
to control the bird. When the bird is ready to hunt, the falconer removes the hood. The bird flies
into the sky and searches for small animals, like rabbits or mice. When the bird catches an animal,
it brings it back to the falconer.

Falconry requires a lot of patience and skill. It can take years to train a bird properly, and the
falconer must develop a close bond with the bird. Many people who practice falconry say it is not
just a sport but also a way of life.

Comprehension Questions

1. Where did falconry most likely begin?
A. Japan
B. The Middle East
C. Europe

2. Why do some people consider falconry more than just a sport?
o A. It takes only a short time to learn
o B.Itis a way of life that requires a bond with the bird
o C. It helps them earn a lot of money
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1. Some people think smartphones are a new technology, but they are not. Smartphones have been
around over 24 years, since 1992. As more and more apps come out for phones, they are used in
more areas of life.

2. One of the major new developments are apps that can deal with you money. There are apps on
which you can do online banking, apps for you to send money to other people and apps for
contactless payment.

3. The first contactless payment system was in gas station in 1997. 10 years later, banks in the UK
gave out the first contactless credit cards. Because there are some worries about how safe it is, it
was only used for small payments at first. However, the amount of people can spend on them has
since increased.

4. One major advantage of using a smartphone to pay for things is that you can checkout quicker.
Research shows that for most people, the least favorite part of shopping is waiting to pay for their
items. When shops started using contactless payment, they saw a 30% increase in sales. People
were spending more money, and this was good for business.

5. Online banking is another new way we can use smartphones to make our finances more
convenient. One advantage is that a person can send money quickly and easily from their own
bank account into another bank account using there smart phone. Unlike banks, online banking
doesn’t close in the afternoon and you can use it anywhere. This is very useful, especially if any
of your family members are abroad and need money quickly.

6. There are worries about how safe online banking and contactless payment is. However,
remember most companies have safety features in their apps. If you are worried, here are three
suggestions. Firstly, make sure you always have a lock on your phone. Secondly, never share bank
details with anyone you don’t know and, thirdly, try not to make your numbers really simple or
something like your birthday date.
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Write the letter of the correct heading on each Tine. The Tirst one 1s done for you. You
must use each heading only once. There is one heading you do not need.

Example: Paragraph 1: E Smartphones are not new

Paragraph Answers
1. Paragraph 2 B. The first contactless systems.
2. Paragraph 3 C. benefits of contactless.
3. Paragraph 4 D. Different money apps
4. Paragraph 5 E. Advice on keeping your money safe.
5. Paragraph 6 F. How many people use contactless.
G. Why online banking is sometimes better.

Read the article again and complete the notes below with words from the text. Use no more than
2 words. The first one has been done for you.

Smart phones

. * Invented in (Example): 1992.

Apps for:

. * contactless

. * sending money

. . 6. banking

Contactless payment

. * 1997: First systems in 7.

. * Business benefits: 8. in sales
Online banking

. * Can use it from9.

Staying safe

. * Lock your phone, never give bank 10. ,
. Finally, never choose easy 11. like the date when you were born.
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