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Part One: Opinion

Write your answer below. Use full sentences

"In your opinion, is technology a blessing or a curse for teenagers ? and Why?"

Write at least two sentences.
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_| Part Two: Plan (5 marks) I—

Write a plan for your essay below. Please note — this question asks for a plan, not a full
essay. You will write the full essay in the next question.

Write about how technology has widely affected our lives.
Include information about:

* Good uses of technology in our lives.

* Consequences of using technology in a wrong way.

* What we should do when using technology
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_| Part Three: Essay ( 25 marks) I—

Write in full sentences

Write about how technology has widely affected our lives.
Include information about:

* Good uses of technology in our lives

* Consequences of using technology in a wrong way

* What we should do when using technology

Write at least 170 words in paragraphs
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| Part 4: Inference Question |

‘ Text |

People’s personalities are shaped by a combination of experiences, environment,
and personal choices, which in turn influence their relationships, decisions, and
outlook on life. Certain traits, however, are often viewed as particularly valuable for
building positive relationships and achieving personal growth.

One of these traits is resilience. Resilient people have the ability to recover from
setbacks, viewing failures as learning opportunities. Rather than dwelling on
mistakes, they assess what went wrong, adapt, and move forward with a renewed
sense of purpose. This quality not only helps them handle difficult situations but
also makes them reliable friends and colleagues who can provide strength to those
around them.

Empathy is another important trait. People who show empathy understand and
share the feelings of others, which fosters deeper connections and promotes
kindness. Empathetic individuals actively listen, offer support, and respect the
experiences of others, even if they differ from their own. In personal and
professional settings, empathy encourages open communication and
understanding, which can resolve conflicts and strengthen bonds.

Self-discipline is also crucial for personal development. Self-disciplined people set
goals and consistently work towards them, despite challenges or temptations to
give up. This quality enables them to develop skills, fulfill commitments, and
achieve long-term success. Whether they’re managing their time effectively or
resisting distractions, self-disciplined individuals are often viewed as reliable and
focused.

Flexibility, or the willingness to adapt to new situations, is another valuable trait.
Flexible people embrace change and are open to new ideas and perspectives. This
adaptability makes them more resilient in the face of uncertainty and more open to
diverse experiences. They are often quick learners, willing to take risks, and capable
of handling unexpected situations.

Lastly, optimism, the tendency to see the positive side of things, is a quality that can
enhance one’s overall well-being. Optimistic individuals often believe in their ability
to overcome obstacles, which boosts their confidence and motivation. This positive
outlook can inspire others and create a supportive environment.

When these qualities—resilience, empathy, self-discipline, flexibility, and
optimism—are present in a person, they can lead to strong, fulfilling relationships
and effective problem-solving skills. People with these traits are often viewed as
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their own goals. While not everyone has all these qualities naturally, they can be

developed througFl intentional efforts and experiences. Embracmg these traits can
help individuals navigate life’s challenges, connect with others meaningfully, and
build a foundation for personal success.

Write your answer below. Use full sentences( 2 marks )

Inference Question:
Which quality is most likely to help a person adapt successfully in a new
environment where unexpected changes are common?
Justify your answer from the text

\ Part 4: Justification Question ( 3 marks )

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

Why is your answer to the inference question the best answer?
Use the information in the text above to support your answer.
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Maze: One

In today’s world, technology advances rapidly, and we often encounter

devices that seem 1. they come straight from a science
fiction movie. Virtual reality (VR) headsets, for example, allow users to
explore digital worlds2 they are actually inside them. When
someone wears a VR headset3, -------------- as if they have been

transported to another dimension, even though they are physically in the
same room.

For many people, the future of technology. is both exciting and
mysterious. It feels as though anything could be possible in the near
future, from fully autonomous vehicles to personalized robotic assistants.
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Questions

Choose the right option from a,b.c or d

a. Nevertheless b. whereas c.asif

2. Though as b. as though c. although

3. it must look b. it can look c. it should look

4. must we hardly imagine b. can we hardly imagine c. we can hardly imagine
Maze: Two

Customs and traditions 1.are continuously being celebrated around the
world, each unique in its expression and meaning. When a tradition2 is
being practiced, it often brings together people from all walks of life. For
example, the Japanese tea ceremony is being prepared with care by hosts
who follow centuries-old rituals, aiming to create a serene and
harmonious atmosphere for guests.

If people had no traditions, cultural identity3. might be harder to maintain.
Traditions allow communities to connect to their history and express their
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miss.the opportunity to share and strengthen cultural bonds

Certain traditions are 5 more meaningful than others. For example, many

people believe that “Carnival in Rio de Janeiro”6 is the most exciting
festival in the world, thanks to its music, costumes, and colorful parades.
Meanwhile, the traditional Chinese New Year is seen as7. one of the most
significant celebrations in Asia, attracting tourists who find it8 more
fascinating than other events in the region.

Questions
Choose the right option from a,b orc

1. a.are continuously being celebrated b. continuously being celebrate c.is
continuously celebrated

2. aisbeingpractise b.is been practised c.is being practiced
3. amightbeing b. mightbe c. mightbeen
4. acelebrated b. celebrating celebrates
5. most meaningful b. more meaningful c. meaningfuller
6. amore exciting b. the most exciting c. most exciting
7. one of the most significant b one of the more significant ¢ more significant
8. a.Fascinating b. most fascinating c. more fascinating
Reading 1

Passage: Artificial Intelligence in Daily Life

In today’s world, the integration of artificial intelligence (Al) into various sectors has
transformed how we approach events and gatherings. Choosing the right venue for an
occasion can often be a significant expense, but with the right guidance, it can also
lead to a memorable celebration. Advanced Al tools now assist organizers in selecting
venues by comparing factors such as location, capacity, amenities, and even
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resources but also ensures a well-suited venue that enhances the event’s

atmosphere.

Careful planning is essential to prevent disruptions and ensure a seamless
experience. Al-driven software manages logistics, tracks schedules, and even
predicts potential issues, allowing event organizers to focus on the creative aspects.
This results in an event that flows smoothly and keeps guests engaged without
interruptions. A thoughtfully chosen venue, alongside meticulous planning, can
create an atmosphere of optimism, whereas a poorly chosen one may foster feelings
of pessimism among guests.

In this era of electronic communication, the role of a representative who can interpret
and meet the needs of the attendees is invaluable. With the help of Al, representatives
can analyze attendee data to better understand their preferences and create a
cohesive event identity. This alignment between the event’s purpose and the
audience’s expectations enhances engagement and creates an inclusive
environment.

It is equally important to incorporate practical elements that reflect the interests of
the audience. Al tools analyze trends and feedback to tailor specific elements of the
event—such as entertainment, food, and presentations—ensuring they are appealing
and relevant to the audience. This focus on the audience’s interests increases
engagement and creates lasting memories.

Respecting diverse perspectives is essential to fostering a balanced experience.
Mature dialogue that acknowledges both positive and critical viewpoints can enhance
the experience for all. By embracing optimism and addressing the potential for
pessimism, events can resonate more profoundly with participants. Al’s data-driven
insights allow organizers to make adjustments in real-time, capturing feedback and
refining the experience for a more positive impact.

Overall, Al-powered planning transforms events into immersive experiences, leaving
lasting impressions on all involved.

Multiple Choice Questions
1. Whatrole does Al play in choosing a venue for an event?

o a)ltautomatically books the venue
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c)ltdecorates the venue

2. How does Al-driven software contribute to event planning?

o a)Byreducinginterruptions and tracking logistics
o b) By cooking food for guests

o c¢)Bysending invitations

3. Why is understanding attendees' preferences important for event representatives?

o a)lthelpsthem prepare food

o b) It allows them to engage attendees and align with the event’s purpose

o cC)ltlets them arrange transportation
4. How can fostering optimism and addressing pessimism impact an event?

o a)lt makes the event less formal

o b)Iltenhances the experience and resonates with attendees

o c)ltshortens the event

5. How can fostering optimism and addressing pessimism impact an event?

o a)ltshortens the event
o b) It makes the event less formal

o c)ltenhances the experience and resonates with attendees

Reading 2

Key Qualities for Personal Growth and Positive Relationships
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qualities are particularly valuable for personal growth and positive relationships. One
of these qualities is maturity, which involves handling situations calmly, making

thoughtful decisions, and understanding the impact of one’s actions. Mature
individuals tend to be more respectful, taking time to consider others' ideas and
viewpoints even when they disagree. This respectful attitude not only improves
communication but also helps to prevent unnecessary conflicts and
misunderstandings.

Another important aspect of personality is finding a balance between optimism and
pessimism. Optimistic individuals generally focus on positive outcomes, viewing
challenges as opportunities for growth, which often keeps them motivated and
resilient. On the other hand, pessimistic individuals are more cautious, tending to
think about potential risks and problems that may arise. While these two perspectives
may seem opposite, each has its benefits: optimism encourages motivation and
enthusiasm, while a touch of pessimism can help individuals prepare for obstacles.
Striking a balance between these outlooks often leads to better decision-making.

A strong sense of identity is also crucial for personal development. People with a clear
sense of who they are tend to be confident in their values and beliefs, which helps
them make decisions that align with their goals and principles. This self-awareness
makes it easier to connect with others who share similar values, fostering genuine
relationships and providing a solid foundation for growth.

Concentration is an essential skill for achieving goals and managing responsibilities.
Focused individuals are better able to prioritize tasks, avoid distractions, and work
efficiently to accomplish their objectives. Alongside concentration, practical skills—
knowledge and abilities that apply to real-world situations—are equally important.
Practical people can solve everyday problems and adapt to changing circumstances,
which helps them navigate life effectively.

In a world that values diverse perspectives, qualities like maturity, respect, optimism, and
practicality can empower individuals to succeed and build positive relationships. These
traits not only contribute to personal growth but also enhance one’s ability to interact
harmoniously with others. By developing these qualities, people are better equipped to
face life’s challenges and create meaningful connections in their personal and professional
lives.

Multiple Choice Questions:
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o b)Handling situations calmly and thoughtfully
o c)lgnoring others' opinions

2. Whatis an advantage of being optimistic?
o A)lt motivates people and fosters enthusiasm

o b) It prevents people from trying new things

o c¢)ltlimits interactions with others

3. What does a strong sense of identity help individuals do?
o a)Avoid setting personal goals
o b)Understand and align with their values and goals

o c¢)Depend on others for decision-making

Reading Passage: Technology Through Time

In recent years, technology has drastically changed how we live, work, and communicate.
One of the most significant advancements is the rise of smartphones, which have become
essential tools in daily life. Smartphones enable people not only to make calls but also to
access features like internet browsing, GPS navigation, and social media. These devices
have transformed how we stay connected with friends, family, and colleagues, breaking
down geographical barriers and enabling instant global communication.

Another major technological advancement is artificial intelligence (Al), which has
revolutionized various industries, including healthcare, finance, and education. In
healthcare, Al helps doctors diagnose diseases more accurately by analyzing large
amounts of medical data. In finance, Al algorithms assist in predicting market trends, while
in education, Al-powered tools provide students with personalized learning experiences.
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data privacy and the potential loss of jobs due to automation.

Additionally, virtual reality (VR) is an emerging technology that creates simulated
environments, giving users immersive experiences. While VR is primarily used in
entertainment, it also has practical applications in training and education. For example, VR
can simulate real-life scenarios for medical students to practice surgical procedures in a
safe, controlled environment, minimizing risks to patients.

As technology continues to evolve, it brings both opportunities and challenges. Society
must adapt thoughtfully to these advancements, considering both the benefits and the
possible downsides they may introduce to our daily lives. Balancing innovation with ethical
considerations is essential for ensuring that technology contributes positively to society.

Multiple Choice Questions:
1. Whatis one primary feature of smartphones?
o a)Printing documents
o b) GPS navigation

o c) Tracking market trends

2. How have smartphones changed communication?

o a)They prevent instant messaging

o b)They restrict people to local calls

o c)They allow people to communicate globally and instantly
3. Inwhichindustry is Al used to predict trends?

o a)Finance

o b)Education

o c¢)Entertainment

4. What is one benefit of Al in healthcare?

o a)ltimproves the quality of surgery
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c)ltreplaces-human-doctor
5. Whatis a concern associated with Al?
o a)lack ofinternet connection
o b)Increased privacy concerns and job automation
o c)Excessive use of social media
6. What does VR technology offer?

o a)c)Real-world travel options

o b) Financial predictions

c) Simulated, immersive experiences

7. Why is VR valuable in medical education?

o a)ltallows students to practice safely without risk to patients
o b)Iltreplaces all real-life training

o c) It simplifies diagnosing diseases

Reading Passage:

Customs and Traditions: Preserving Cultural Identity

Customs and traditions are essential parts of any culture, representing the values,
beliefs, and practices that have been passed down from generation to generation.
They create a unique sense of identity and pride for communities, reflecting the
history and lifestyle of each region. For instance, in Japan, the custom of bowing is a
respectful way to greet others, while in many Western countries, handshakes are
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which cultures express respect, formality, and hospitality.

Many traditions are closely tied to holidays or important life events, showcasing their
significance within each culture. In Mexico, “Dia de los Muertos,” or Day of the Dead,
is a unique celebration of life and remembrance of those who have passed away. On
this day, families create altars, decorating them with marigold flowers, food, and
photos of deceased loved ones. This blend of solemnity and celebration allows
families to reconnect with their ancestors, keeping their memory alive and celebrating
their lives.

In India, Diwali, the Festival of Lights, marks the triumph of good over evil and the hope
for new beginnings. Celebrated by lighting oil lamps, bursting firecrackers, and sharing
sweets, Diwali is a joyful time that unites communities, fostering optimism and
prosperity. The festival symbolizes hope and community spirit, as families gather
together and share in the joy of the season.

Traditional clothing also forms a major part of customs around the world, helping
people express their cultural heritage. In Scotland, kilts are worn by men for
ceremonial events, symbolizing national pride and historical identity. In Nigeria,
traditional attire, often colorful and patterned, is worn during special occasions to
express cultural pride. Such clothing represents more than fashion; it embodies the

values and identity of a community, making these traditions significant expressions of
pride and cultural unity.

Despite the vast differences in customs worldwide, traditions help people maintain a
sense of identity and unity, allowing communities to feel rooted in their heritage and to
pass down their cultural values and knowledge to younger generations.

Overall, Customs and traditions are not merely remnants of the past but active
elements that shape people’s lives and community connections. In a rapidly
globalizing world, these customs serve as anchors to one’s roots, offering a sense of
belonging and preserving cultural diversity.

They not only enrich individual lives but also strengthen cultural bonds to keep their
cultural values alive.
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1. What does bowing represent in Japan?
o a)Celebration
o b)Respectand greeting
o c)Individuality
2. How do families in Mexico honor loved ones during Dia de los Muertos?
o a) By creating altars with marigolds, food, and photos
o b) By wearing traditional attire

o c¢)Bydancingin public spaces

3. What does traditional clothing often represent in various cultures?
o a)Culturalidentity and pride

b) Financial Success

o c)Professional achievements
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