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Past perfect simple tense

We use the past perfect simple to talk about an earlier past event
which happened before the main event.

« When she opened the door, he had already left.

Earlier single events

We use the past perfect simple to talk about experiences or single
actions completed earlier in the past.

« lrealised that | had been there before.
o When | met her, | had never been in a serious relationship.
« He noticed | had cleaned the car. It was smooth and shiny.

We use the past perfect simple (and not continuous) to say how
much or how many we had done of something earlier in the past.

« We had driven 500 miles, and we needed some rest.
« How many hours had he slept when you woke him up?

Duration from earlier in the past (stative verbs)

We use the past perfect simple with stative verbs to talk about states or
situations that had started earlier in the past. We often use how
long, for or since, always, etc.

« The day Anne died, they had been married for 48 years.

« Thedaylleft | had been in England for exactly four years.

« She told me she had always hated her sister.

% We often use After, as soon and until before past perfect
After she had left, | found her notes.

| finished my work as soon as you had arrived home.

| didn't speak until she had finished her talking.
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% We use when, before and by the time before past simple.

Before | knew it, she had run out of the door.

They had gone by the time we arrived.

When we started the match, the rain had stopped.

Formation:

Statement:

I, We, You, They, had

He, She, It

taken photographs

by the time [ woke up.

Negative:

I, We, You, They, | had
He, She, It

not | taken photographs | by the time I woke up.

Question:

Had

I, we, you, they,
he, she, it

taken photographs

by the time [ woke up |?

More practice: -

Choose the correct answer a, b, ¢, or d:

1- They
a. finished

b. had finished

2- When Matthew arrived at home, his wife

a. had cooked

b. cooked c¢. has cooked

answering the questions before the bell rang.
c. have finished  d. finishing

the meal.
d. cooks

you finished your homework when she arrived?
c. Was d. Were

3_
a. Did b. Had
4- Merriam

a.

closed

Mr. Omer Ali Ahmed

b. closing c. had closed

English teacher

the window before she went to bed.

d. closes
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5- Before Darcy entered this competition, she for two months.
a. practice b. practices c. had practiced d. practiced
6- Daniel a skeleton before he visited the museum with his friends.
a. wasn’t seen b. hadn’t seen c. had see d. saw
7- Where he put his glasses before he left?
a. did b. is c.are d. had
8- When the earthquake happened, we our work at the office.
a. aren’t finish b. finished c. hadn’t finish d. hadn’t finished
9- Simon a shower before the guests arrived for the party.
a. took b. taken c. had taken d. takes
10- The thief out of the window by the time I opened the door.
a. jumping b. had jumped c. jumped d. had jump
11-1 a horror film before we went to the cinema last Wednesday.
a. don’t watched b. hadn’t watched c. watched d. watch
12- he started the project before we arrived?
a. Were b. Was c. Did d. Had
13- Mrs. Rashid for the company for 30 years when she got
retired last year.

a. worked b. had worked c. works d. was worked
14- I couldn’t see the teacher because he before I arrived the school.
a. had left b. has left c. left d. was leaving
15- He was very tired because he the bags upstairs.
a. have carried b. had carried c. carried d. has carried
16- 1 was starving when I arrived home. | anything for two days.
a. didn’teat b. wasn’t eaten
c. hadn’t eaten d. haven’t eaten
17- He asked me to give his book back but | it.
a. have lost b. had lost c. was lost d. lost
18- The boy knocked the door. There was nobody inside. His mother yet.
a. hasn’treturned b. haven’t returned
c. hadn’t returned d. didn’t return
19- She looked at her car but it was not there. Somebody it.
a. hasstolen b. have stolen c. had stolen d. stole
20- She answered all of the questions in the exam because she very well.
a. was studied b. had studied
c. has been studied d. have studied
21- Clara looked out the window. The pavement was wet. It at night.
a. hasrained b. have been rained
c. have rained d. had rained
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