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Grammar test 

Draw a circle round the letter of the best answer: - 

 

1. George fell off the ladder while he _____________________the ceiling. 

a. painted                 b. was painting               c. is painting              d. paints 

2. Last night I was reading in bed when I suddenly _______________ a scream.  

a. heard                  b. hearing                  c. hear                       d. am hearing 

3. _____________you watching TV when I phoned you?  

a. Were                 b. Did              c. Do                 d. Is 

4. Ann __________________ for me when I arrived.  

a. waits                 b. waited               c. was waiting           d. waiting 

5. Maisie was cleaning up the kitchen when John ______________ her to marry him. 

a. asking                  b. asked                 c. was asking             d. asks 

6. The house _______________ £ 150,000 in 2003.  

a. costs                    b. is costing                   d. cost                 d. was cost 

7. The fire was still ______________ at six in the morning.  

       a. burns                b. burned                 c. is burning                   d. burning 

7. My brother _______________ a new job a week ago. 

a. got             b. gets                   c. is getting               d. was getting 

8. Columbus ____________________ America over 500 years ago  

a. was discovering              b. discovered              c. discovers            d. discover 

9. She was not interested in the book because she __________________ understand it. a. isn’t                    b. don’t                    c. didn’t                    d. wasn’t 

10. ______________ you at school yesterday?  

a. DO                  b. Are                 c. Was                d. Were  

11. We _______________ in a house near the sea last summer. 

a. lives                 b. lived             c. live               d. are living 

12. She could play the piano very well when she _____________   young. 

a. was               b. is              c. be             d. were 

13. She _____________ the office very early last night. 

a. leaves               b. left              c. is leaving              d. was left 

14. I met a friend while I ______________ the shopping. 

           a. did            b. am doing            c. was doing              d. does 

15.  I was paying for my things when I ___________ someone call my name. 

a. am hear               b. heard             c. was hearing           d. hears 

16. I turned around and ______________ Judy.  

a. see                 b. seeing             c. saw             d. am see 

17. She ______________ on the pavement when I saw her last night. 

a. walks                b. was walking             c. is walk             d. walked 

 



 

Mr. Omer Ali Ahmed            English teacher 0505666053 

P
a

g
e
2

 

18. We _______________ to have a cup of tea. 

a. are decide             b. deciding            c. were decide            d. decided  

19. While the waiter _____________ up the pieces of glass he cut his finger. 

a. was picking                 b. picking                 c. picked             d. was pick 

20. Then we left the cafe and ______________ good bye. 

a. say                 b. are saying              c. says             d. said  

21. I lit the fire at six and it ________ still___________ brightly when Tom came in at seven.  

a. is / burn            b. did / burning          c. was / burning              d. were / burning  

22. My dog was walking along quietly when Mary’s husband ___________ him.  

a. attack               b. attacks               c. attacked                 d. is attacking 

23. When I ___________ she was having lunch. She said she always had lunch at 12:30. 

a. arrived                 b. arrive            c. am arriving             d. arrives  

24.  He ____________ guitar when someone opened the window and threw out a bucket of 

water.  

a. played               b. is playing             c. plays            d. was playing  

25.  He ___________ allow us to go out in the boat yesterday because a strong wind was 

blowing. 

a. isn’t               b. didn’t       c. can’t          d. doesn’t  

26.  Merriam ______________Tony's address before she left. 

a. gave             b. had given             c. gives            d. is giving 

27. When the boys _____________at the cinema, the film had already started. 

a. arrives               b. had arrived             c. arrived             d. are arriving 

28. Before we reached the station, we saw that we ______________ our way. 

a. had lost              b. lost              c. are lost           d. lose  

29. All the tickets had been sold before the concert ___________________. 

a. begins               b. is beginning              c. began            d. begun 

30. They took a shower after they __________________ the game. 

a. finished               b. finish               c. are finished            d. had finished  

31. I asked Mr. Green how many books he _______________ 

a. read              b. is reading              c. had read            d. reads 

32. Alan ______________ TV after he had had lunch. 

a. had watch              b. is watching             c. watched               d. watch 

33. The sun _____________ yesterday after it had been cold for many weeks. 

a. shines               b. shine            c. is shining              d. shone 

34. Uncle David ____________ to the doctor after he had been ill for a month. 

a. go                 b. went              c. goes                 d. is going 

35. Before the police caught the thief, he ________________ two more watches. 

a. steals                  b. stole                  c. had stolen               d. is stealing 

36. I _______________ tell my teacher that my mum had helped me with my homework. a. am not                 b. don’t                c. didn’t                d. hadn’t 
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37. I ____________ very angry when I saw that my brother had eaten my apple. 

a. am                    b. be                  c. was                     d. had 

38. Dad ___________ me home after I had fallen into the water. 

a. drive               b. drives                c. drove             d. is driving  

39. We ______________ two Big Macs before we went home. 

a. ate             b. had eaten                c. eat                d. are eating 

40. The days became colder after it____________________. 

a. had snowed                b. snows           c. snowing             d. snowed 

41. I felt great after I ________________ the exam. 

a. pass               b. passed             c. am passing              d. had passed  

42. When I ___________ off the bike I saw that one of those tires had lost air. 

a. gets                   b. got                c. am get                d. was get 

43. When she came in, we all knew where she ______________. 

a. had been              b. is               c. was             d. been 

44. The lesson had already ____________when I arrived. 

a. starts                 b. starting                 c. started             d. is starting 

45. After I ________________ the report, I saw that it was too late. 

a. finished                 b. am finish                   c. finish                 d. had finished  

      46- What _______________ you doing at this time yesterday”? – “I was asleep.” 

               a. are                   b. did                c. were                d. do 

      47- _____________ you go out last night?” – “No, I was too tired”. 
               a. Do            b. Are                 c. Were               d. Did  

     48- _____________Carol at the party last night? “Yes, she was wearing a really nice dress.” 

              a. Was                b. Is              c. Did                  d. Does    

     49- How fast ____________you driving when the accident happened? 

              a. are                b. were               c. do                d. did 

     50- John took a photo of me while I ________________ looking. 

              a. am not                 b. did not         c. were not             d. was not 

     51- When I ___________ young, I wanted to be a bus driver. 

              a. am               b. be               c. was             d. were 

     52- While Mike ________________TV Sheila was reading a book. 

              a. was watching                b. watch              c. watched              d. watches 

     53- She was waiting for the bus when I ______________ her yesterday. 

              a. see                 b. saw              d. was see             d. seeing 

    54- They went home after they _________________ their homework. 

             a. finish             b. finished         c. had finished           d. finishing 

    55- The sun had set before I _______________   ready to go.   

a. am               b. was              c. be             d. were 


