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Part One: Opinion

(5 Marks)

Write your answer below. Use full sentences

"In your opinion, do you think working from home has made jobs easier or harder in your

country? Why?"

Write at least two sentences.
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| Part Two: Plan

(5 Marks)

Write a plan for the essay prompt below. Please note — this asks for a plan, not a full essay.

Write a plan for an essay about how working from home has changed jobs in your country.

Include information about:
e Introduce what working from home is and which jobs it affects most.
o Explain the pros and cons of working from home.

e Describe how working from home has made jobs better or harder.
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_| Part Three: Essay I_

(25 Marks)

" How working from home has changed jobs in your country.”

Include information about:

e Introduce what working from home is and which jobs it affects most.
o Explain the pros and cons of working from home.

e Describe how working from home has made jobs better or harder.

Write at least 150 words in paragraphs.
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| Text |

"Saeed's Decision"

Saeed had always been passionate about technology and gadgets. For years, he
worked as a project manager in a well-known company in the UAE. However, he
had recently started to feel that his job was no longer challenging. Every day felt
the same, and he was no longer excited to go to work. He often thought about
starting his own business, especially since he had saved a significant amount of
money over the years.

One evening, Saeed was sitting with his close friends. They discussed his idea of
opening a small electronics store. His friend Ali was enthusiastic, saying, “You
have the skills and knowledge. It’s a great time to start a business, especially in
our area.” On the other hand, Jasim, another friend, was more cautious. He
reminded Saeed of the risks. “Starting a business is not easy, especially with the
current competition. What if you lose your savings?” he asked.

Feeling torn between the excitement of being his own boss and the fear of failure,
Saeed decided to visit his uncle, who had been a successful businessman for over
30 years. His uncle advised, “Saeed, starting a business requires hard work,
patience, and a lot of planning. But if it’s something you are truly passionate about,
you should go for it. The biggest risk is not taking any risk at all.”

As Saeed walked home, he couldn’t stop thinking about his uncle’s words. The
idea of staying in his current job felt more suffocating than ever. He could already
picture the sign of his own store and imagined interacting with happy customers.
That night, he stayed up late, researching suppliers and writing down potential
business plans. However, despite all this excitement, he still wondered if it was the
right time to make such a big change.
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current job? Why?

\ Part 4: Justification Question

Write your answer below. Use full sentences.

Why is your answer to the inference question the best answer?
Use the information in the text above to support your answer.

Maze: One
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strong vision but also practical (2) . To thrive, companies must stay attuned to
shifts in consumer (3) , using data and analytics to better understand and
forecast future needs. With (4) technologies, businesses can streamline their

operations and offer more personalized services to their customers. It is also important to be able
to predict market trends, as this allows businesses to make informed decisions and remain
competitive. A key strategy for long-term growth is to expand into new markets, which opens up
fresh opportunities for innovation and profit. Those businesses that are able to adapt and innovate
in response to demand challenges are often the most successful in the long run.

1
a. business

b. successful

c. predict
2
a. expand
b. experience
c. demand
3
a. business
b. demand
c. advanced
4
a. predict
b. advanced
C. experience
Maze: Two
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for both participants and spectators. Contestants from around the world will gather at the maze
location, where the course will be set up in advance. Here’s what is planned for the event:

T

The maze (1) (prepare) by the organizers before the contestants arrive. All the paths

and obstacles (2) (mark) clearly, and the start point (3) (design) with a

large arch for everyone to see. Each contestant will have a different route, and the maze (4)
(create) to test both speed and intelligence.

Once the challenge begins, the participants (5) (give) a map that (6)

(be) printed with all the necessary instructions. Some parts of the maze (7) (block)
by barriers, but these obstacles (8) (move) during the event to create a new challenge
for the players.

1

a. will be prepared
b. is preparing

c. will prepare

a. is marking
b. has marked

c. will be marked

a. has been design

b. will be designed

c. are designed
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b. will be created

c. creating

a. will be given
b. gives

c. given

a. will be
b. becoming

c. becomes

a. is been blocked

b. blocking

c¢. will be blocked

a. moving

b. moves

¢. will be moved

Reading 1
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their profitability and sustainability. To navigate these challenges, businesses need to be
proactive, flexible, and forward-thinking. One critical aspect of business success is strategic
planning. Companies with a clear long-term vision, backed by well-thought-out strategies, are
more likely to weather economic downturns and industry disruptions. These businesses
understand the importance of adapting to new trends, whether they are driven by technological
advancements, changes in consumer behavior, or shifts in global markets.

Innovation is another vital factor. Firms that encourage creativity, research, and development are
often able to stay ahead of competitors by offering new products, services, or business models.
However, innovation alone is not enough. Companies also need strong leadership to guide them
through periods of uncertainty and change. Effective leadership involves not only making sound
decisions but also motivating teams, managing conflicts, and communicating a compelling vision
for the future.

In addition to strategy and innovation, businesses must maintain a healthy financial position.
This means controlling costs, optimizing revenue, and making smart investments. Cash flow
management, In particular, is crucial for day-to-day operations. Companies that are financially
sound are better able to invest in growth opportunities, weather economic fluctuations, and
provide stability to their employees and stakeholders.

Finally, building and maintaining strong relationships with customers, suppliers, and employees
is essential. A company's reputation can significantly influence its long-term success. Businesses
that cultivate trust, transparency, and collaboration are often able to attract and retain loyal
customers, negotiate favorable terms with suppliers, and maintain high employee satisfaction.

1. What is one key factor for business success mentioned in the passage?
A) Having a large marketing budget

B) Strategic planning

C) Avoiding technological advancements

D) Keeping company operations secret

2. Which of the following is important for companies to stay competitive according to the
passage?
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B) Innovation
Byl

C) Relying on traditional business models

D) Avoiding market trends

3. What role does leadership play in business success?

A) Leadership only influences internal company culture

B) Leadership is crucial for making decisions, motivating teams, and managing change
C) Leadership is not mentioned as an important factor

D) Leadership is primarily focused on financial management

4. According to the passage, what is essential for companies to manage effectively for
financial success?

A) Limiting research and development

B) Controlling costs and optimizing revenue

C) Expanding operations rapidly

D) Focusing solely on short-term profits

5. What is one reason why businesses should be adaptable to market changes?
A) To avoid competition

B) To reduce the need for innovation

C) To stay relevant and competitive

D) To lower their operational costs

Reading 2 —

Read and choose the correct answer for each question
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emerging across a variety of industries. Technological advancements, shifting consumer
demands, and global economic trends have all played a part in reshaping the types of jobs

available. In particular, jobs in fields like technology, healthcare, and renewable energy have
seen rapid growth, while traditional sectors such as manufacturing have experienced declines in
many parts of the world.

One of the most noticeable trends in the modern job market is the rise of remote work. Enabled
by advances in technology, many companies are now offering employees the option to work
from home, reducing the need for physical office spaces and providing more flexibility for
workers. This shift has been especially popular among people who value work-life balance and
those who live in areas where commuting to a traditional office would be time-consuming or
expensive.

Another major shift in the job market is the increasing demand for skilled labor. As technology
evolves, the need for workers who are proficient in fields such as data analysis, software
development, and cybersecurity has grown. However, there is a significant skills gap, with many
job seekers lacking the qualifications required for these high-demand roles. As a result, many
employers are offering training programs to help workers gain the skills necessary to fill these
positions.

The gig economy, which includes freelance and contract work, is also on the rise. Many people
are choosing to work independently, offering their services on a project-by-project basis, rather
than committing to a full-time, permanent position. This model offers flexibility but also comes
with challenges, such as income instability and a lack of benefits like healthcare or paid leave.

Despite these shifts, some traditional jobs continue to be in demand, particularly in fields like
education, construction, and customer service. These jobs, while often requiring hands-on work
or direct interaction with people, remain essential to the functioning of society and the economy.

As the job market continues to evolve, it is clear that adaptability and continuous learning will be
crucial for success. Workers who can stay up-to-date with new technologies and who are willing
to acquire new skills will have a competitive edge, while those who resist change may find
themselves struggling to keep up.

Multiple-Choice Questions:

1. What is one key factor for business success mentioned in the passage?
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C) Increased government regulations

D) A decrease in the need for skilled labor

2. Which of the following job sectors is experiencing rapid growth?

A) Manufacturing

B) Healthcare

C) Retail

D) Coal mining

3. What is one of the key benefits of remote work mentioned in the passage?
A) It reduces income instability

B) It eliminates the need for skills development

C) It offers more flexibility and better work-life balance

D) It eliminates the need for technological tools

Reading (3)

Read and choose the correct answer for each question
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experimentation, and analysis. It involves asking questions, forming hypotheses,
conducting experiments, and drawing conclusions based on evidence. Over the centuries,

science has expanded our understanding of everything from the smallest particles to the
vastness of the universe, leading to numerous discoveries that have transformed human
society.

One of the most important aspects of science is its reliance on the scientific method. This
method helps ensure that conclusions are based on evidence and not on assumptions or
personal biases. It involves observing a phenomenon, developing a hypothesis, conducting
experiments, and analyzing the results. If the hypothesis is supported by the data, it
becomes a theory. If not, the hypothesis is revised or discarded, and further testing is
conducted.

In addition to the scientific method, the progress of science depends heavily on
technology. Advances in technology allow scientists to gather more precise data, conduct
more complex experiments, and explore areas that were previously inaccessible. For
example, the invention of the microscope allowed scientists to study microorganisms,
while telescopes enabled them to observe distant stars and galaxies. Today, technologies
like gene sequencing and particle accelerators are helping to unlock the mysteries of
genetics and the universe.

Another key feature of science is its collaborative nature. Scientists often work together
across different disciplines and share their findings with the global community. This
collaboration is vital for the advancement of knowledge. Major breakthroughs often come
from teamwork, with scientists from various fields contributing different perspectives and
expertise. Moreover, peer review is a crucial part of the scientific process, ensuring that
research is rigorously tested and evaluated by other experts in the field before it is
accepted as valid.
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of life-saving medicines to the invention of technologies that have revolutionized

Page |15

communication, science continues to shape our daily lives. However, science is also a
field that constantly evolves. New discoveries are made, and old theories are revised or
replaced. As our understanding deepens, so too does the potential for further discoveries
that can improve the quality of life for future generations.

1. What was the main goal of the UAE’s Mars mission, the ‘Hope Probe’?

A) to send humans to Mars

B) To explore the Martian atmosphere

C) To build a new type of space technology

2. In which year did the UAE successfully launch the ‘Hope Probe’ to Mars?
A) 2015

B) 2018

C) 2020

3. What is the goal of the Mohamed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park in Dubai?
A) To reduce the UAE’s reliance on oil

B) To generate 5,000 MW of electricity by 2030

C) To provide energy for space missions

4. Which country became the first to appoint a Minister of State for Al?

A) United Kingdom

B) Japan

C) UAE
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A) Developing new Al robots for entertainment

B) Enhancing global competitiveness through Al in various sectors

C) Launching Al satellites into space

5. What is the UAE’s Strategy 2031 focused on?

A) Developing new Al robots for entertainment

B) Enhancing global competitiveness through Al in various sectors

C) Launching Al satellites into space

6. Which of the following institutions is known for scientific research in the UAE?
A) Khalifa University

B) Sandford University

C) Oxford University

7. How has the UAE positioned itself as a global leader in renewable energy?
A) By investing in wind power projects only

B) By focusing exclusively on nuclear energy

C) By investing in large-scale solar energy projects
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Reading (4)
Read and choose the correct answer for each question

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has rapidly become a global business hub, attracting
investors and entrepreneurs from all over the world. The country’s strategic location
between Europe, Asia, and Africa, along with its business-friendly environment, has played
a key role in its success. Dubai, in particular, has earned a reputation as a city of
innovation, with cutting-edge infrastructure, world-class facilities, and a vibrant economy.

One of the key factors that have contributed to the UAE’s economic growth is its
diversification strategy. While the country was historically dependent on oil, it has made
significant investments in sectors like tourism, real estate, technology, and renewable
energy. Dubai’s development as a global tourism and business destination has been
particularly successful, with events like the Dubai Expo 2020 attracting millions of visitors
and international companies.

The UAE is also known for its free zones, which offer businesses tax advantages, reduced
regulatory requirements, and full foreign ownership. These zones, such as the Dubai
International Financial Centre (DIFC) and Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM), have
attracted financial services firms, startups, and international corporations, making the UAE
one of the leading financial centers in the region. Additionally, the UAE’s commitment to
innovation and entrepreneurship is reflected in its support for technology startups,
particularly in areas like fintech and artificial intelligence (Al), which are transforming the
business landscape.

As part of its long-term strategy, the UAE government has focused on creating a
sustainable business environment, with a strong emphasis on clean energy projects, like
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park. The government's push for
sustainability is not only about environmental concerns but also about creating economic
opportunities in the green energy sector, which is expected to play a key role in the future of
the UAE economy.
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1. What has been a key factor in the UAE’s economic growth, as mentioned in the
passage?

A) Dependance on oil exports

B) Investment in diversification of industries like technology and renewable energy
C) Afocus on increasing taxes for foreign investors

2. What is one of the major advantages of the UAE’s free zones for business?
A) Full foreign ownership and tax advantage

B) Government-mandated product quotes

C) Restrictions on foreign companies

3. Which of the following best describes the UAE government’s focus on business
sustainability?

A) It focuses primarily on traditional industries like oil and gas

B) itis investing green energy and clean energy projects like the Mohamed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Solar Park

C) Itis not concerned with environmental sustainability
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