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12 General Mock Exam- December 2024- Mr. Maher 

Saif Al Yaruby School for Boys- 12 Gen. Mock Exam- Prepared by Mr.Maher 

 

1. Writing 

Part A. 

Nowadays, people are leading a stressful and anxious life. 

You should write about the following points: 

 

 Why do people feel anxious and stressful? 

 What are the negative health and social effects of anxiety and stress? 

 Tips to reduce stress and lead a healthier life. 

 

Write your opinion about the topic. You should write at least two sentences  

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part B. 

Nowadays, people are leading a stressful and anxious life 

You should write about the following points: 

 

 Why do people feel anxious and stressful? 

 What are the negative health and social effects of anxiety and stress? 

 Tips to reduce stress and lead a healthier life. 

 

Write your OUTLINE using meaningful sentences: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part C. 

Nowadays, people are leading a stressful and anxious life 

You should write about the following points: 

 

 Why do people feel anxious and stressful? 

 What are the negative health and social effects of anxiety and stress? 

 Tips to reduce stress and lead a healthier life. 

 

Write an essay of 170 words in paragraphs. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________. 
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Part D. 

Read the following text and answer the questions in your OWN words.  

 

Someday soon, I may be the last man in America without a cell phone. To those who see cell phones 

as progress, I say; they aggravate noise pollution and threaten our solitude. The central idea of cell phones 

is that you are connected to almost everyone and everything at all times. The trouble is that cell phones 

assault your peace and no matter what you do. If you turn them off, why have one? You just irritate anyone 

who might call. If they are on and no one calls, you are irrelevant, unloved or both. If everyone calls, you are 

a basket-case. 

 

Of course, cell phones have productive uses. For those constantly on the road (salesman, repair 

technicians and reporters), they are precious technological gifts. The same is true for critical workers (doctors, 

fire fighters. Mobiles for teens were sold as a way for parents to keep tabs on children. That works-up to a 

point. The point is when your kids switch off the phones. Two of my teens have cell phones (That was their 

mother’s idea, she has one, too). But, whenever, I want them most, their phones are off. 

 

Then, there is sheer nuisance. Private conversations have gone public. We have all been subjected 

to someone else’s sales meeting, dinner reservation or dating problems. How valuable is all this chitchat? The 

average conversation lasts two to three minutes. Surely many could be postponed or forgotten. 

 

Cell phones pretend to increase your freedom while actually stealing it. People so devoted to staying 

interconnected are kept in a perpetual state of anxiety because they may have missed some more significant 

memo, bits of news or gossip. All this is the wave of the future or, more precisely, the present. Cell phones 

are irresistible force, but I am determined to resist. A cell phone? Never for me. 

 

 

 

Inference Question. Write your answer below. Use full sentences 

Why is the author not comfortable with the use of a mobile? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Justification question. Write your answer below. Use full sentences.  

Why is your answer to the inference question the best answer? Use the information in the text to support 

your answer. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  
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Maze Reading 1 

Celebrations worldwide exhibit remarkable diversity, resulting in a rich structure of global cultures. If 

we look at India, we will find that Diwali brightly illuminates the nation with lively lights and fireworks, 

symbolizing the triumph of light over darkness. China's Spring Festival, which [1] __________ for now, is 

marked by elaborate dragon dances, red lanterns, and family reunions, creating a display [2] _________ to 

make a lot of financial profits. Brazil's Carnival, [3] __________ other festivals, can be described [4] 

_________ famous celebrations, featuring dazzling displays of samba, colourful costumes, and exuberant 

street parades that result in captivating millions. 

 

1. China’s Spring Festival, which ____________. 

A was preparing 

B had prepared 

C is being prepared 

 

2. Creating a display ___________ to make a lot of financial profits. 

A that is reported 

B that is reporting 

C reports 

 

3. Brazil’s Carnival. ___________ to other festivals 

A compares to 

B when compared to 

C when compared 

 

4. Can be described as ____________ famous celebrations. 

A some of the most 

B among the most 

C one of the best 
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Maze Reading 2 

Fatima Al zahmi, the librarian of Merdiff American School said when Corona virus started remote 

learning began in the school district, it became difficult for her to make connections with students. [1] 

“___________ to keep my connection with my students without actually [2] __________ in the same 

physical space with them? If students didn’t read books, they [3] _________ their motivation.” She told 

herself. Then she was struck with an idea. Many families started using Wing, a drone service used by 

Carrefour to get the items they needed [4] __________ straight to their doors. Jenny said she asked her 

superiors [5] ____________ immediately accepted and liked the idea. “We’re thrilled for this opportunity 

to have a really amazing way to provide resources to our students and keep them [6] ___________ in 

reading books than spending time uselessly” Jenny added. The service soon became a success and 

children could choose from the library’s more than 7,000 titles and they felt as if [7] __________ because 

of the pandemic. Books [8] _______________ right to their front yard and parents encouraged their kids 

to take part in the initiative. “This is the least we can do to make our students happy,” said Fatima. 

 

1. ___________ to keep my connection with my students 

A How was I going   

B How I was going    

C How going 

 

2. without actually _____________ in the same physical space with them? 

A been     

B be     

C being 

 

3. they _____________ their motivation 

A would lose    

B will lose    

C had lost 

 

4. they needed ______________ straight to their doors. 

A deliver     

B delivered    

C delivers 

 

5. her superiors ___________ immediately accepted 

A who     

B whose     

C which 
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6. keep them  ____________ in reading books 

A most interested     

B more interested     

C interest 

 

7. _____________ because of the pandemic. 

A everything is changing    

B nothing has changed    

C nothing changed 

 

8. Books______________ right to their front yard 

A will have sent    

B were being sent    

C been sent 
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Reading 3. 

New Year in Luong Prabang, Laos 

Nobody would miss Lao New Year. There is activity wherever you look, especially in the shops, and the streets 

are full of crowds and processions. It represents many things- a commercial opportunity, a time to be with family, and 

above all, a time to have fun. 

When I went, I had not done my homework (I had a busy semester) and did not even know it was New Year! 

I had reserved a hotel at the last minute, but that was about it. Where I am from, the December/January period is our 

New Year, and I had always thought it was the same everywhere else. However, it starts on April 14 (or around then, 

it can move by a day or two). There is a national holiday lasting three days. Although many people treat the whole 

week as a holiday. 

The hotel manager told me to keep my camera covered. "I thought this is a safe city," I said to him, frowning. 

"It depends," he said, and explained that rather than looking out for thieves. I would need to watch out for the buckets 

of water people throw at each other every New Year! It might be a great photo opportunity, but being covered in water 

is not good for cameras, and I did not want to buy a new one… 

The water fight on the street was great fun for everybody, both kids and adults. None of the participants 

minded getting water thrown at them, myself included, as tourists are not exception! An hour would have been enough 

for me, but I was surprised how it went on- and on! It was great to see it was all done in fun through and that people 

were happy. 

The next day was what is known as "day of no day," according to the hotel manager, I did not understand 

him at first and thought he was translating something from Lao into less-than-perfect English. Nevertheless, I have 

checked online, and sure enough, it is true! The previous day had been the end of the last year, and the next year did 

not start until the following say. 

After a week enjoying stunning buildings and lovely, spicy street food eaten with chopsticks, I guess the best thing 

must be the warm mood the place had, with people just loving life. I cannot wait to go back! 
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1. For Jason, Lao New Year is mostly a time __________. 

A for shops to put their prices up 

B  to stay at home with your family 

C to fully enjoy yourself 

 

2. What does Jason mean when he says he had not done his homework? 

A  He was behind with studies 

B  He was not aware of the celebrations 

C  He had not found anywhere to stay 

 

3. In Laos, the New Year period ___________. 

A is the same as most places 

B can change slightly from year to year 

C officially lasts one week 

 

4. What surprised Jason about the water fight? 

A how everyone was in a good mood 

B that tourists were involved too 

C how long it lasted 

 

5. The "day of no day" ______________. 

A is a day when no-one works 

B doesn’t actually have an official name 

C is the day between the old year and the new one 
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Reading 4 

 

The Nobel Prize in Physics had been awarded to a woman for the first time in 55 years, and for only 

the third time in history. Donna Strickland, a Canadian physicist, was awarded the 2018 prize for her work on 

generating high-intensity, ultra-short optical pulse. The announcement came a day after a senior scientist 

was suspended for saying that physics was invented, and developed by men. Strickland said the 

achievements of women scientists deserved recognition. “We need to celebrate women physicists because 

they are contributing to the scientific development. I’m honored to be one of those women, It’s high time we 

got the merit we deserve.” 

 

Donna Strickland proved that innovation and creativity is not linked to gender, race or origin. It is a human 

gift improved through dedication and an endless curiosity to discover the unknown. Our world is full of 

amazing undiscovered areas. 

 

1. Which of the following is the most suitable title for the reading? 

A Our unknown World 

B A scientific breakthrough 

C Incompetent women 

 

2. One physicist was suspended because he thought women _____________. 

A are not physically fit to deal with physics 

B should rather be housewives 

C did not play any role in the field of physics 

 

3. Based on the reading, which of the following is the best definition of innovation? 

A a quality restricted to a small percentage of humans born talented 

B a mixture of innate qualities improved by determination and hard work 

C an ability to solve problems in Maths and physics 
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Reading 5 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

Elon Musk, a tech entrepreneur, says artificial intelligence (AI) is a bigger threat to humanity than nuclear 

weapons. On the other hand, Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Facebook, thinks AI will save lives.  Regardless of whether 

you agree with Musk’s or Zuckerberg’s argument, what is clear is that AI is reshaping the world we live in. It's leading 

to improvements in medicine and self-driving cars, shaking up businesses from manufacturing to marketing. And 

although we may not be aware of it, we already use it in our Facebook news feeds when we talk to Siri on our iPhones 

or ask our Alexa-enabled speakers to play a track.  

Yet, although it powers products and services we use every day, AI remains a mystery to many. So Facebook 

AI experts Yann LeCun and Joaquin Quiñonero Candela have set about simplifying this complex field of computer 

science in a series of educational videos and blog posts. 

 “Artificial intelligence is not magic,” write LeCun, head of Facebook’s AI research, and Candela, Facebook’s 

Director of Applied Machine Learning, in their blog. "But we've already seen how it can make scientific discoveries that 

seem like magic and help us do everyday things like identify objects in photos, recognize speech, drive a car, or 

translate an online post into dozens of languages. “How does it do this? Many intelligent machines and systems use 

algorithmic techniques loosely based on the human brain. These neural networks can learn to recognize patterns, 

translate languages, do simple logical reasoning, create images, and even come up with ideas.  “All of this happens at 

blinding speed through a set of coded programs designed to run neural networks with millions of units and billions of 

connections,” write LeCun and Candela. “Intelligence emerges out of the interaction between this large number of 

simple elements.”  

If, for example, you want to teach a computer to tell the difference between a car and a dog, instead of 

programming it to carry out the task, you can train it to recognize objects in images so that it learns for itself. 

Artificial Intelligence will be the major feature of our future. Humanity will benefit from it in all fields. Scientists 

are doing their best to make it available to humans at a lower cost. 
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1. According to Elon Musk, artificial Intelligence is ______________. 

A more dangerous than nuclear weapons 

B as dangerous as nuclear weapons A in the car industry only 

C not as dangerous as nuclear weapons 

 

2. According to Paragraph 1, many people are ___________. 

A forced to use Artificial Intelligence 

B using Artificial Intelligence without noticing it 

C against the use of Artificial Intelligence 

 

3. According to Paragraph 1, which of the following is TRUE? 

A Mark Zuckerberg thinks Artificial Intelligence is useless 

B Siri will soon dominate our lives 

C Artificial intelligence helped the development of many fields 

 

4. We infer from Paragraph 2 that Yann LeCun and Joaquin Quiñonero Candela will __________. 

A make customers pay money for using Artificial Intelligence 

B make Artificial Intelligence a mystery 

C try to facilitate the notion of artificial Intelligence 

 

5. Artificial Intelligence is ________________. 

A capable of carrying out day-to-day tasks 

B best used in Medicine 

C not suitable for normal people 

 

6. Algorithmic techniques are used in _____________. 

A magic 

B machines and systems 

C codes 

 

7. What is the best way to help a computer distinguish between a car and a dog? 

A Training it to recognize things 

B coloring both animals with different colors 

C Programming it 
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Reading 6 

 

I am the first woman mechanic in Nigeria. I started at 14. The idea came to me through dreams. I told my dad 

about my dream. He said: “go and sleep- that’s not a dream, that’s a nightmare.” 

Then, when he travelled abroad, my father saw other female mechanics. After coming back, he took me to a 

garage. Some customers, there, said: “Take her back home, she should learn how to cook.” In that workshop, I saw a 

big engine on the top of a table, dismantled, with black engine oil running down. I fell in love with it. I told my dad that 

I was starting work that day. 

I’ve been a mechanic for 20 years now. I’ve started a workshop where I train young girls free of charge, give 

them an allowance, safety boots and a tool kit. I have a huge ambition for the future. I want to see a lot of foreign 

investors coming into Nigeria to start manufacturing vehicles made in Nigeria by the lady mechanics. That is my utmost 

dream. 

 

1. The text is mainly about ____________. 

A Nigerian mechanics workshop 

B foreign mechanic in Nigeria 

C female Nigerian mechanic 

 

2. We infer from paragraph 2 that customers didn’t welcome the girl’s presence in the garage 

because _______________. 

A they think that a girl shouldn’t work in a garage 

B she looks angry 

C she is too young 

 

3. The author gave allowance, safety boots and a tool kit to young them ____________. 

A because she is rich 

B to encourage them 

C to look smart 

 

 

 

 


