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Khalid's Big Day

Although my alarm clock was ringing loudly, | was reluctant to drag myself from bed because it was
ceremony day, and | was due to receive my diploma. Filled with enthusiasm, Mum banged repeatedly at
my door, eager for me to wake up and get ready for the event which | had been fearing for days.
Although | blocked my ears, | could still hear a familiar singing voice filling up the house like a cloud of
thick smoke. | was quite certain it must be Aunt Maryam.

It was obvious by their behavior that they were more concerned about today’s ceremony than | was.
“Leave me alone, please,” | begged.

They deliberately ignored my request, and both continued banging aggressively at my door. Filled with a
huge wave of frustration, | pulled open the door, shouting, “Mum, stop! You are being rude.”

“You don’t want to go do you? Khalid, this degree you completed is reported to be one of the most
complex courses in the country and above all, your test scores, which you won a variety of trophies for,
are among the best in the region. Your determination has resulted in you becoming a fully qualified
medical professional. This certificate is the reward you so very much deserve,” she responded, in a
startlingly direct manner.

| was certain, if the universities had sent the invitations earlier, giving us more notice, my father would
have been able to book a flight in time and that’s what was causing me the most disappointment. My
father is certainly more interested in my educational studies than any of his current work projects in
Europe and would love to be here. | was heartbroken, but | wanted to please my mother, so | attended
the ceremony anyway.

“Khalid Al Ali!”
| nervously approached the stage, guided by the bright lights, | felt a firm pat on my right shoulder.

It must be Ahmed from biology. He is one of the most annoying boys in school and often hits people in
class, | thought.

“Congratulations, my son.”
It couldn’t be. Could it? | thought.

“You made it!” My eyes lit up with delight. There he stood, the man who’d looked after me my whole
life, teary eyed but bursting with pride.



Fead the text and answer the questions.

1-8 10.00 Marks

Khalid didn't get out of bed because he didn't

a. hear his alarm clock go off

b. wish to see his mum

c. want to go to graduation day
N 2——8 10.00 Marks

FHEEFBONUS*****What made Khalid annoyed with his mother?
a. She pulled open the door.
b. She kept knocking on his door.

c. She was singing too loudly.

3-8 10.00 Marks

What reward did Khalid's mother want him to get?
a. his medical degree
b.| the test scores

c. a trophy

»
4 -8 10.00 Marks

Khalid's father couldn’t attend the ceremony because he
a. didn't receive an invite
b.  was working overseas

<. missed his flight

N 5-8 10.00 Marks

Which sentence best describes Khalid's mother?
a. She is very anxious and guite funny.
b. She is over excited and a little annoying.

c. She is rude and not very enthusiastic.
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6 -8 10.00 Marks
Itwas__ who tapped him on the shoulder.
a. Ahmad
b. Aunt Maryam
C. Khalid's father
[
7 -8 10.00 Marks
How did Khalid's feelings change by the end of the story?
a. He was full of sadness and then overjoyed.
b. He was hopeful and then filled with disappointment.
. He was nervous and then full of anger.
| 8-8 10.00 Marks
This text is mainly about .
a. the close relationship between a father and son
b. who to invite to your graduation ceremony
= how you can work hard to receive a diploma

010%0

Alternative Energy Now!

Alternative Energy Now! is being released to encourage global leaders to do more to tackle complex
factors, such as overpopulation of urban developments, which are resulting in rising temperatures. The
documentary looks at the alternative energy sources that are being employed by nations in order to
battle the climate crisis and focuses mainly on the countries which are more interested in making real
change than others. One of the most concerning aspects of the documentary is that a report stated
some of those in global positions speak positively for change and share their innovative ideas during
global climate meetings. However, when it comes to implementing these projects, they do very little.
What shocked me the most was the report that suggested if countries had, in fact, studied the data in
the early nineties when concerns were raised, we would have a much more positive outlook today.
Spoiler alert: Experts predict a frightening future.

The documentary explains how wind energy is thought to be among the best and cleanest energy
sources because it has little negative impact on the environment, and therefore, reduces the reliance on
sources that create fossil fuels. In China and the US, wind turbines are being placed in coastal regions,
open plains, and mountains areas, making them a constant source of energy from the continuing high
winds. The turbines gather kinetic energy through air in motion and use it to generate electricity



More good news! Roofs are being replaced with greener options across American cities to combat rising
temperatures. In 2001, Chicago covered 20,000 square feet of its city hall roof with vegetation. It was
reported to have made a 50-degree difference in temperature to the building, which resulted in a
reduction in cooling and heating costs and overall energy demand in comparison to a nearby tar roof
building.

Solar power is believed to be more popular with individual households today than other energy sources.
This might be because it was reported by a European government that installing the panels can also
make homes more cost efficient. Although solar panels are easily accessible, meaning people can take
more control of their energy use rather than relying on large scale government projects such as wind
farms, they are extremely costly and only produce energy for half the day due to reliance on sunlight.

'D\ead the text and answer the questions.

T -8 10.00 Marks

The documentary states that cities are heating up at a faster rate due to the %

0|0

a. absence of climate change initiatives
b. lack of alternative energy sources
L growth of the population
L4
28 10.00 Marks
A number of world leaders  when it's time to put climate initiatives in place.
a. are lazy and uninterested
b. appear enthusiastic and positive
e often share their ideas
3-8 10.00 Marks
cxFEEEBOMNUS*****The author was surprised by the report because countries didn't
a. review the statistics earlier o
b. have a positive outloolk o
c. predict this negative outcome o
| 4
4 -8 10.00 Marks
What is the main focus of paragraph 27
a. the harmful emissions generated by China and the US
b. | the actions taken to generate clean energy

Lo the negative effect of a renewable energy technology
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5 -8 10.00 Marks

What is located in coastal spaces?

a. solar panels

b. roof vegetation

000

C. wind technology

(1 6 -8 10.00 Marks

What is being installed on top of urban buildings to battle temperature increases?

a. wind turbines

b tar roofs

c. plants

000

4
7 -8 10.00 Marks

According to the author, solar power is becoming more commonly known because =

a. solar panels are said to be more economical

b. government-run alternative energy initiatives are too slow

000

c. the panels are not expensive to buy

| 4
8-8 10.00 Marks

According to the documentary, what is a significant difference between solar energy and wind energy?

a. Solar energy is more widely used in the US and China than wind energy. o
b. Solar energy is less efficient than wind energy. o
c. Solar energy makes homes more cost efficient, unlike expensive wind-powered homes. O

Smart Homes

1 (Due to / Result of / The reason for) the recent article on the advantages of having a smart home, |
highly 2 (predict / likely / regret) not looking into this option sooner. In fact, if | 3 (have / had / has)
known about its efficiency before, | 4 (never would have imagined / certainly would have considered /
doubtfully would’ve thought of) having one installed. Having a smart home that is economical is 5 (most
important than / more than important / more important than) having a traditional home that costs a
fortune in monthly bills. The very first smart home ever built was described as being 6 (some of the
worst / among the best / one of the most) built houses in the world. Today, smart homes 7 (are being /
will be / were being) installed by homeowners to control their lights, appliances, and thermostats
remotely. It 8 (was reported / was believed to have / is thought to be) that smart homeowners feel 90%
safer living in their smart home than their previous homes and argue that this surely 9 (might / must /



should) be because of their security capabilities. After reading this article, | predict that many people will
move towards smart homes within the near future.

Fead the text and choose the correct word(s) to complete the sentences.

1.-9 10.00 Marks
1 L ***\'.-*BONUS*****
a. Due to

b Result of

0/0%0

c. The reason for

" 2+—9 10.00 Marks
2.
a. predict O
b. likely O
c... regret O
m 3 -9 10.00 Marks
3.
a. have O
b. had (@)
& has o
L 4
4 -9 10.00 Marks
4.
a. never would have imagined o
b. certainly would have considered O
c. doubtfully would've thought of o
5 =4 10.00 Marks

5, *FExcxBONUS*****

a. most important than

b. more than important

0 |0%0

c. more important than
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