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Reading Exam Guidance



Objectives

-I will learn how the reading exam will be 

structured

-I will know how to get a good reading score



What is the exam? Reading Exam

When is the exam? 11:10am on Thursday 4th June 2020

Where is the exam?

How is the exam structured? It has FIFTEEN questions

What will it test me on? Week 1 to Week 8 topics

How can I get a good score? By following this reading guidance.





Important Reading Exam Notes…

The topics of 

the extracts will 

be based on 

Term 3 units.



Read the extract
Reading the extract slowly will help you understand what it is about.

Read the extract carefully so you know the information it gives you.



Read the question
Reading the question properly will help you avoid silly mistakes.

Read the question carefully so you know exactly what it is asking you.



Read every option
Reading every option is important because it is a multiple choice exam

Read the options one by one so you can cancel out the silly answers.



Skim and scan
You will save time with the questions by scanning the text for key words:

Skimming the text for key words will help you find where the answer is.

I like to scan the text to 

find the same key word in 

the question to save time.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rochester.k12.mi.us%2Fmeadow-brook-elementary%2Fpages%2F6492%2Flearning-consultant&psig=AOvVaw0JP1BTMSIKCtDShhDMSTKv&ust=1590932087791000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjRkJPb2-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAo


Read between the lines
Sometimes, you have to read between the lines for the hidden meaning:

If you cannot find the exact answer from the options in the extract, find the 

option that is the closest in meaning.

If the words in the options 

aren’t the same as the 
question, I find the one that 

means the same thing!



Use the context
You will not understand every word but reading between the lines helps:

If you find a word you don’t understand, read the sentences around it and 
make an educated guess.

If I don’t understand what a 
word means, I try to work out 

what the words around it 

mean to guess the meaning!



Let’s do some practice reading questions…



What might an exam section look like?

A: Clocks in the past

The Egyptians used to use the pyramid and tall buildings to help them tell the time by using the shadow. 

This would be impossible to carry so they discovered the sundial in 1300BC. A sundial used the shadow 

that the sun creates to show the time. The sundial is similar to the hour hand on the clock. To see what 

time it was, people would find the shadow and wherever the shadow was, this told them what time it was. 

The Egyptians discovered that sundials were only helpful during the day because at night, there was no 

shadow. This is why the water clock was made because it worked even at night. Next, the candle clock was 

invented, then the hourglass.

B: Clocks in the present

We use mechanical clocks that were inspired by Galileo, who was 17, in 1581. The biggest problem that 

scientists had was inventing a clock which had a wheel that was smaller than a room that could turn at the 

same speed as Earth. Now, we use clocks that tell us how far the Earth has turned.

1)The Egyptians used the __________________to help them tell the time by using the shadow.

a. hourglass

b. mechanical clocks

c. pyramids
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b. it would be impossible to carry

c. it would not only be useful during the day
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b. hourglass

c. Candle clock
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Tips from students
Read the tips from students to help you understand how to get a good reading score:

Read the 

question 

carefully.

Use your 

laptop so 

you can 

read the 

extract 

properly.

If you don’t know what any word 
means, read around the word to 

help you understand it properly.

Read the sentences 

loudly if this helps 

you understand it.

Find the key 

words in the 

question.

Read the extract two 

times:

1)Read the extract

2)Read the question 

and then read the 

extract whilst looking 

for the answer

Quickly answer the 

questions within the 

time limit set 

Check every answer before you 

submit it because you can’t go back 
to change it in this online exam.



How much do you know 

about the reading exam?

https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/5ed26959b8d0ac001bd2a7e2


A prayer for exams…




