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Lesson Objectives

At the end of this lesson the student will be able to:

- identify modals that describe ability in the present and the past.

- use modals to describe ability in the present and the past.



2:00 Getting started

Read the sentences and find out the differences between them.

Sentence 1 Sentence 2
| can speak Italian very well | could swim, but | couldn’t ride a
but | can’t speak French. bike when | was nine years old.
Here we describe ability in the Here we describe ability in the past.

present.
Now look at the underlined words. What type of words are they?

They are modal verbs.

Ministry of Education-2020 English - Grade 7 — Unit 4 — Lesson 6— Living Together (Grammar)



Let’'s look closer

What does the word ability mean?

Ability means “ power or skill to do something”. If you have the
ability to do something, it means you can do it.

Example:
You can play with Amy after When | entered the room,
youldo your homework. I coTId hear something scratching.
qbilify in the abili’ry in the
present past
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Rule: can

Affirmative

You can doit. >

B\

Modal verb

+

verb
(infinitive)

Let’'s look closer

Negative

W,

verb
Modal verb ‘ (infinitive)

The doctor can’t see you now. >

Usage> We use can: to talk about ability in the present.
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Let’'s look closer

Rule: could

Affirmative Negative

could help the endangered Sunday because of the bad
animals. weather.

People thought of ways they > We couldn't fly to Finland last >

. modal verb subiect Modal M‘ verb
subject | + verb t | (infinitive) J verb (infinitive)

Usage> We use can: to talk about ability in the past.
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Let’'s look closer

Rule: Yes/ No questions

Can you help me?

/
Modal + verb
verb (infinitive)

The answer:
Yes, | can. Or No, | can'i.

~

Could the bear sleep that night?

t .

)

Modal verb ‘ﬁ

The answer:
Yes, it could. Or No, it couldn’i.

N

+

verb
(infinitive)
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Let’'s look closer

Rule: Wh-questions

How can they rescue the birds? > m—;yef:"r"d::sihey bring food for
{ \ . P § : "\

N X \ N

Modal verb Modal

verb
verb T | (infinitive) Wh-word | +| "0C% | 4+ NOT | +

(infinitive

Wh-word | +

N

The answer is a full sentence.

They can put a guard in the forest to They couldn’t bring food because it
protect them. wadas raining heavily.
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3:00 Let's practice!

Compete the sentences with can or can’t and the verb in brackets
Once you finish, check your answers.

1. They ..GANLSVrVIvE... (not survive) without water.  negative

2. 1 ..cantake my own bag to the supermarket (take). affirmative
3. We .Gcan'l.do... anything about it. (not do) negative

4. They can’lfind enough food. (notfind) negative

5. Bees .CON.communicaie.. over long distance. (communicate) affirmative
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3:00 Let's practice!

Read and choose the correct answer. Then underline the key word that
indicates the past or the present. Number one is done for you as an example.
Once you finish, check your answers.

1. Penguincould swim very well.  present

2. Ian run very fast when Lwas younger. Past

3. If's showing so wc:ouldn 't go out now. present
4. I can't sleep last night.  past

5. We came as fast as we can past

6. Why _are you crying? Is there something | could do for you? present
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5:00 Assess yourself

Read the following and find the mistakes.
Once you finish, check your answers.

The sentences or questions Correct the mistakes
Last week the elephants couldn’t cross
the street safely.

Last week the elephants can’t cross the street

safely.
Look! The little bird is falling. What could we  |Look! The little bird is falling. What can
do about it? we do about it?

) ] - = . Domestic animals can’t survive In the
Domestic animals couldn’t survive in the wild. wild.

When you were six, how can you take care of | When you were six, how could you take
your cat? care of your cat?

Crocodiles could sleep with one eye open. | Crocodiles can sleep with one eye open.
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5:00 Let's practice!

Use the prompts to write questions and answers.

Example: snakes/ kill you? (present) /JOnce you finish, check your answers.
Can snakes kill you? Yes, they can.
1. We / help ?(present)

2. She / spedak several languages? (present)
.Can.she speak several languages.?. x .....No.she.cant................

3. He/ swim when he was five ? (Past)

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

------------------------------------

Ministry of Education-2020 English - Grade 7 — Unit 4 — Lesson 6— Living Together (Grammar)



7:00 Assessment

Write sentences and questions about ability in the present and past. Don’t
forget to use could or can.

TR YRR | B

*Put a (V) if you followed the criteria.
Criteria Self-assessment

| use the correct tense.

| spell correctly.
| punctuate well. (full-stops, commas, ----)

| use capitals.
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Possible answers

1. | can speak two languages.

2. The little tiger couldn’t climb the tree.

3. We can help the elephants by building a long fence around the area.
4. People thought of ways they could help the dolphins.

5- Can you rescue the panda?

6- Could the vet treat the monkey yesterday?
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End of the lesson

Thank You
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