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Unit 8
why we explore 

Lesson 3 
Grammar 1

Narrative tenses 

Mrs. Zahraa Al Daqqaq

March 2023 



Lesson objectives 

01
Identify the 

four narrative 
tenses 

02
Use narrative 
tenses to tell 

stories



Listen to the story I will tell 
and write down all the verbs 

you heard. 



Four narrative tenses in the past:





1st tense: 

Past Simple 

Uses 
Completed 

actions in the 
past.

Series of events in 
someone’s life. Dialogues in stories

Examples I got in my car.

Sara grew up with her 
mom. She began 

playing tennis at the 
age of 3. she won the 

first place.

Noor whispered, “did you 
hear what she said?”
Amal replied, “No, I 

wasn’t here last night.”

Form Regular & Irregular verbs 



2nd tense: 
Past 

continuous

Uses 
Set the scene/

situation.
Background 
information 

Actions in progress in the 
past 

Examples 
The sun was 

shining.
The dog was barking 

loudly. 
At 8 pm, Alia was still 

sleeping.   

Form Subject + was/ were + V –ing



3rd tense: 

Past perfect 

Uses 

An action 
happened before 
another action in 

the past. 

Examples 
I had cooked the 
meal before my 

dad arrived.

When my dad 
arrived, I had 

cooked a meal. 

Form Had + past participle 



4th tense: 
Past perfect 
continuous 

Uses 

Actions happening 
for a period of time 

in the past.  (long 
time)

Examples 
It had been raining 

from last night. 

Form Subject + had + been + v –ing



(1) We can combine the “past simple” & “ past continuous” when:

One action interrupt another action in the past. 

EX. I was walking in the park when I saw a cat in a tree. 

(2) We can combine the “past simple” & “ past perfect” when:

One action happened before another action in the 
past. 

EX. When I did my homework, my sister had slept. 



Fill in the blank with the correct tense

Last year, while I …………………. (stay) with my

grandmother for the weekend in a town a few

hours away, I …………… (go) to visit my friend

Marco, who also lives there. I ………………. (call)

him the day before to organize a time to meet up,

but he hadn’t answered. I ……………. (go) to the

house anyway, but when I …………… (ring) the

doorbell, nobody ……………. (come) to the door,

so I ……………… (decide) to leave. At the same

moment, I ……….. (get) a message on my phone.

It was Marco! He …………….. (go) to my

hometown the evening before to visit his

parents, and now he …………………. (knock) on

my door! It was such a coincidence!

was staying

went

had called

went
rang

came
decided

got
had gone

was knocking



Use the pictures to 
narrate a story using the 
narrative tenses. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

I’ll always remember the time when

we were………………………..

1- set the scene, weather, sounds,

colors.

2- situation inside the plane.

3- pilot reaction

4- movement of the plane

5- what was happening to the plane

6- end of your story



I’ll always remember the time when we were struck by lightning

when we were flying back from Spain. We had been in the air for

about an hour without moving. The only things you could see

outside were flashes of lightning across the sky and dark clouds. We

all were screaming and crying inside the plane while the pilot was

trying his best to calm us down. Suddenly, we heard a loud bang and

the plane started to move up and down.

After a long struggle, the pilot was able to land the plane safely.

When we got off the plane, we saw that there was an enormous

hole in the tail fin.

Suggested answer:


