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KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

DIRECTORATE OF EXAMINATION / EXAMINATION SECTION 
GENERAL AND RELIGIOUS INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE 

FIRST SEMESTER EXAM / JANUARY  2012   
 

COURSE NAME : English Language                                       TIME : 2½ Hours 
===================================================================== 
 
                            ( 30 marks ) 
  
A- You will hear Steve and Caroline talking about their plans for the 

summer. For questions 1-6 , circle the right answer. You will hear the 
conversation twice. 

1- Steve is thinking about.. 
a. Having a summer course 

b. Going on holiday with his friends 
c. Working  in the summer 

2- Caroline's new job will be in 
a. a place far from where she usually lives 
b. a place close to where she usually  lives 
c. the same place where she usually  lives 

3- At the beginning , Steve thinks that Caroline's job in the summer will be  
a. difficult  
b. exciting 
c. boring 

4- " Summer Work Round Britain " is  
a. an advertisement 
b. a book 
c. a website 

5- The thing Caroline doesn't like about her job is that 
a. the salary isn't enough 
b. she doesn't have free time 
c. it is a part time job 

6- The advantage of this job is that Caroline can get 
a. free accommodation  
b. three meals free 
c.  a free meal and another at a lower price 

                                                                                                                  ( 6 × 2.5 = 15 marks ) 

 

Part 1 : Listening    

 
15         

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<Å]Ç¬]<
Ÿ^5Å<Ç€¶<Í◊¬<Ç€¶<

ÌÈÒ^„fl÷]<l^fi^vj⁄¯÷<ÌÈÚ„j÷]<s⁄^fiÜe<
<<<<<<<<<<<<<(ÎÅ]Ç¬˜]<o÷^n÷])

∞flf◊÷
<ÌËÅ]Ç

¬˜]<Í÷^¬<ÌâÖÇ⁄
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B- You will hear a TV announcement about a film making competition. 

For each question, fill in the missing information in the numbered 
spaces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                           
 
                                                                               
                                                                                                                
 
 

                                                                                                     ( 6 × 2.5 = 15 marks ) 
 
 

 

 

 
FILM-MAKING COMPETITION 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE FILM 
 
Maximum length : (1) ......................... minutes. 
 
Type of film : (2) ........................ . 
 
Subject this year : The (3) ......................... . 
 
 
JUDGES: 
 

 Martha Fernando, presenter of "Film World", author of a book 
"Film Life". 

 
 Mark Matthews, (4) …………………………. of the film "Night". 

 
 
PRIZES: 
 
First prize: visit to a film school 
 
Other prizes: books and modern (5) ......................... 
 
 
HOW TO DELIVER THE WORK   :       1- by (6) ......................... 
                                                                2- personal attendance  
 

 
15         
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                                 ( 34 marks ) 

 
A- Read the text below  about " Deep Sleep ". Choose the best word  
    (A, B , or C ) for each space . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now write the correct letter A , B or C in the answer column. ( 10× 1 = 10 marks ) 
No Choices Answer 
0 A- everyone B- someone C- both A 
1 A- size B- number C- amount  
2 A- on B- to C- in  
3 A- should B- have C- must  
4 A- ways B- habits C- actions  
5 A- less B- few  C- enough  
6 A- part B- place C- point  
7 A- plenty B- much C- many  
8 A- unless B- or C- although  
9 A- If B- Until C- After  

10 A- visit B- call C- journey  

                                                                                                

 

Deep Sleep 
 
Deep sleep is important for --(0)-- after a long tiring day. The actual ---(1)--- 

of  sleep you need to feel relax depends --(2)-- your age. A young child --(3)-- 

to sleep ten to twelve hours, and a teenager about nine hours. Adults differ 

a lot in their sleeping --(4)-- for most of them, seven to eight hours a night is 

--(5)---, but some sleep longer, while others manage with only four hours. 
 
For a good night, having a comfortable --(6)-- to sleep is very important. 

Also, there should be --(7)-- of fresh air in the room. A warm drink 

sometimes helps people to sleep, --(8)-- it is not a good idea to drink coffee 

immediately before going to bed. 
 
--(9)-- you have to travel very long distance, try to go to bed earlier than 

usual the day before the --(10)-- . This will help you to feel more rested 

when you arrive. 

 

Part 2 : Reading    

 
10        
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B- These five people want to learn English in the UK. Below are 
descrip ons of 6 different English language schools (A-F). Choose one 
school for each person (1-5) that best matches their interests .  

 

 

Pablo is 14. He doesn't want to live with a family and he would like to do 
as much sport as possible. 

 

 

Julian is studying drama and would like a course which will develop this 
interest and allow him to spend time with English people at weekends. 

 

 

Rosa would like to live with a family so she can practice speaking English 
as often as possible, but take part in organized activities during 
weekends. 

 

 

 

Ahmed would like a school where he can have private lessons without 
paying anything extra. He'd also like his own room if possible. 

 

 

 

Kari doesn't mind which school she goes to so long as it prepares her for 
practical use of English in a future job situation. Also, she'd like plenty of 
social activities in the evenings.  

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  
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         Ensmore School is a medium-sized school near the town centre. It 
is open throughout the year and offers courses at all levels. It organizes 
week-end excursions and a sports programme during the summer. 
Students live with local families and have all their meals with them 
except weekday lunches which are provided by the school. 
 
 
         Queen's School is a beautiful old house on the edge of the city. The 
minimum age is 16 years and all the courses require students to be 
resident. There are special business classes to prepare students for 
working in an English-speaking work environment. Students get together 
in the evenings for a variety of activities. All levels welcome. 
 
 
           Milton School is a modern school offering activity-centred courses 
so that each day students combine language lessons with sport and 
cultural visits to nearby places of interest. The school is in the 
countryside but has its own transport. All students share study 
bedrooms. 
 
 
        International School is a large school in the city centre which offers 
all students single study-bedrooms within the school. Special attention is 
paid to each student's progress and extra individual lessons are included 
in a student's programme. All levels accepted. 
  
 
           Grove School is a new language school offering courses for people 
with special interests in history, music, theatre and literature. Small 
classes plus a full social programme during the week. Students live with 
selected families and are expected to take part in family life at 
weekends. 

 
 
 

 Bright School is a modern language school offering special courses 
for young people who are interested in science and technology. There 
are special programmes during the week. All levels accepted. 
 
 

                                                                                           ( 5× 2 = 10 marks ) 

 

D  

C  

B  

A  

E  

F  
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C- Read the text carefully. 

 

 
How do you spell?  

 
Spelling English words isn’t easy, but a boy in Indiana, USA, set a very difficult 
goal for himself. Thirteen –year –old Sameer Mishra wanted to become the 
best speller in the whole country and win the National Spelling Bee. 
 
A spelling bee is a spelling contest for elementary school in the United States. 
In a spelling bee, students stand in a line and spell words that the teacher 
pronounces. If they make a mistake, they sit down. The last student who is 
standing is the winner. Every year, there are big spelling bees for cities and 
states. The winners go to the National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C. 
 
This year, 288 students from the United States, Canada and other English 
speaking countries entered the National Spelling Bee. In the contest, students 
have to spell very long, difficult and unusual words from a very large dictionary. 
Students spend months, or years, preparing. Sameer spent at least four hours 
every day learning new words. He studied 23 pages of the dic onary each day, 
and his sister helped him practice. He was sponsored by his hometown 
newspaper, the Journal & Courier.  
 
The final night of the National Spelling Bee was on TV. The students spelled 24 
of the first 25 words correctly, including words like brankursine, cryptarithm, 
and empyrean. Then they started making mistakes. Finally, there were only two 
students in the contest: Sameer and a boy named Sidharth Chand. Sidharth 
made a mistake in the word prosopopoeia. To win, Sameer had to spell one 
more word correctly: guerdon. Sameer correctly spelled out "g-u-e-r-d-o-n" and 
became the best speller in America. (What does guerdon mean? A reward.) 
 
Sameer won $40.000 to pay for his university education – he hopes to become 
a doctor .He has many other interests besides spelling. He plays the violin and 
enjoys video games. His parents who moved to the United States from central 
India are very proud of him. His father teaches microbiology "I told my mom I 
was going to do the bee," Sameer said." And if I was going to do it, I was going 
to win it one day. And I guess it happened." 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<Å]Ç¬]<
Ÿ^5Å<Ç€¶<Í◊¬<Ç€¶<

ÌÈÒ^„fl÷]<l^fi^vj⁄¯÷<ÌÈÚ„j÷]<s⁄^fiÜe<
<<<<<<<<<<<<<(ÎÅ]Ç¬˜]<o÷^n÷])
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A.  Complete the table.    

                                                                                                                                                                ( 8× 1 = 8 marks ) 

B. Now answer the following questions. 
1- What kind of words should the participants study for the competition?   

(Mention two) 
   A. -------------------------------------------------------- 
   B. -------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2-How long did Sameer Mishra practice for the competition? 
 
    ----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3- What will Sameer Mishra do with the prize? 
 
   ------------------------------------------------------------ 
                                                                                                         ( 3× 2 = 6 marks ) 
                                                                                                 

Name 
 

Sameer Mishra 

 
Lives  

 
(1)------------------------------------- in USA 

 
 

Age 
 

 (2)------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
Future Job  

 
(3)------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
Other interests 

 
 (4)------------------------------------------------ 
 
 (5)------------------------------------------------ 
 

 
Complete this table about the competition    

 
 

Name of the competition  
 

 
(6) ------------------------------------------------ 

 
Where? 

 

 
(7)--------------------------------------  in USA 

 
 

Prize   
 
(8)------------------------------------------------ 

 

 
14         
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                                                        ( 36 marks ) 

 
A- You have to answer this question 

Write an email to your friend describing a person who had a great role  
in your life. Include : 
 

 Physical description 
 Personality 
 Why you like/don't like him or her 
 Any other information 

Your email should be between    80-100 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

للمعلم 
 Accuracy Appropriacy Organisation Task فقط

Achievement Total 

Score 4  4  4  4  16  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Part 3 : Writing    
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  B – Answer ONE question ONLY  
 
 

EITHER 
 

1- Write an article about your neighbourhood .Include the following points : 
 Name of your city/town/village                                       
 Facilities (shops, buildings…..)                                       
 Description of your neighbours 
 Why you like (don't) like your neighbourhood 

 
 
 

OR 
2- You are asked to write a short story to your English magazine. Your story   

must begin with this sentence : 
 

Last summer holiday something strange happened to me.  …………………… 
 
                      
 
 

( Write between 100-120 words ) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<Å]Ç¬]<
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للمعلم 
 Accuracy Appropriacy Organisation Task فقط

Achievement Total 

Score 5  5  5  5  20  
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Listening Tapescripts 

There are two questions in this listening exam , A &B. You must answer them both. 

Listening A 

You have one minute to read the questions. 

 

 

You will hear Steve and Caroline talking about their plans for the summer. For 
ques ons 1-6, circle the right answer. You will hear the conversa on twice. 

Caroline:  What are you going to do this summer? 
Steve:    Well, I’m probably going to go on holiday with my parents and my sister for a             

week, but I suppose I really should get a summer job. I haven’t planned anything 
yet ,    but I really need to get some money. What about you? 

Caroline:  I’m flying to Scotland for the summer, I’m going for seven weeks. I am going   to 
work in a youth hostel in the mountains. 

Steve:       Really? That sounds great! 
Caroline:  Yes, I think so. I mean, the work won't be very interesting. It'll be mostly cooking, 

cleaning and working on reception, selling food and things. But my hours are seven 
till ten in the morning and five till nine in the evening, so I'll have plenty of time 
during the day to go walking. 

Steve:      That sounds fun! It will be like a holiday, but you'll be earning money too. 
Caroline:  Yes, it's a chance to get out of the city and maybe meet some new people. 
Steve:       I wish I could get a job like that. How did you find out about it? 
Caroline:  I read about it in "Summer Work Round Britain". It tells you about all kinds of 

different jobs in different places. You can work at farms picking fruit, or at hotels 
near the sea. You can even get work at music festivals..But .. You Know …The 
problem with that sort of work is that once you've paid for your accommodation 
and food, you won't have much money left. 

Steve:     Oh yes, I didn't think about that. And knowing me, I'd spend all my extra money on 
music. So do you have to pay for your accommodation and food in Scotland then? 

Caroline:  Well, it's quite good. I'll be staying in a shared bedroom, and they'll take £ 15 a 
week out of my wages to pay for that. My breakfast will be free, because I'll 
probably be cooking breakfast for the guests! I can get dinner in the evening at a 
reduced price, so I only have to worry about lunch. 

Steve:       Well, I hope you have a great time. 
Caroline:  Thanks. I'll lend you the book if you like. Maybe you'll find something too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  الفصل الدراسي الأول للشهادة الإعدادية امتحان نص استماع
  في مادة اللغة الإنجليزية

  م٢٠١٢يناير 

 نص للمعلم فقط

Pause for one minute 

Now listen again and check your answers 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<Å]Ç¬]<
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Listening B 
You have one minute to read the questions. 
 
 

 

You will hear a TV announcement about a film making competition. For each 
question, fill in the missing information in the numbered spaces. 

If you want to make films then you’ll be interested in our new competition.  

 

If you’re between 11 and 18 you can enter this year’s Film-making competition. The 

film should last no more than 12 minutes and you should have at least three main 

characters. Last year’s winner had 8 people in it but we don’t usually expect so many! 

 

This is the third year of the competition. In previous years, we accepted any type of 

film, from horror to comedy, but this year we are looking for a drama. There’ll be 

another competition later in the year for people interested in making documentaries. 

We have seen some great films over the years from very exciting young film-makers.  

 

Last year’s films were about The Family, and we saw some wonderful entries. This 

year, however, we want films about the weather – it can either be about how it 

makes you feel or how it can change a day. A challenging topic! 

 

The judges this year are Martha Fernando, presenter of our film programme, ‘Film 

World’, and author of a book about careers in filmmaking called ‘Film Life', and the 

director Mark Matthews, whose latest film ‘Night’ is now in cinemas. 

 

There are some fantastic prizes. Our first prize winner will visit London International 

Academy, one of the top film schools. We have other prizes to give away – there are 

100 books and also some of the latest cameras to win. 

 

You can send your films to us by post or bring them to our offices in the Market 

Square. The judges decision is final. You’ll have the chance to see the best films when 

they are shown at the Town Hall. 

 

 

Pause for one minute 
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Now listen again and check your answers 

You have one minute to check your answers 

End of listening exam 
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