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Diploma, English 'Elective’, Semester One — First Session Academic Year: 2018/2019

Listening 1 (Iltems 1 - 10) (10 marks)

You are going to hear a conversation between David and Sharon.

Task One: Listen, and shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

1. The radio podcast "Your Future’ provides information about students’

O future jobs O study options O drama courses

2. Sharon chose to study drama at university because by that stage it was

(O  her passion (O offered at school (O the only choice

3. The most important consideration for Sharon when choosing a university was the

(O  cost of the O  availability of (O success rate of
course accommodation previous graduates

4. The third year is important because it's when students choose

O  two theoretical (O abroad range (O anareato
subjects of subjects specialise in

5. Sharon'’s job involves helping young people by teaching them how to

O actin films (O respond in difficult (O act as a witness
situations

6. During the summer, Sharon is able to

(O run drama workshops (O act in stage (O watch television
at schools productions series

Do not write in this space
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Listening 1 (continued)

Task Two: For each item, shade in the bubble ((O) to indicate whether the statement is

True/False.
Statement True False
7. Sharon used to attend plays when she was young. ) O
8. A drama degree only includes subjects related to drama and O O
theatre.
9. Sharon'’s full-time career is quite different to the career that she O O

thought she would pursue.

10. Sharon misses acting because she does not have time to go to O O
the theatre.

Listening 2 (Items 11 - 20) (10 marks)

You are going to hear a lecture about “Desert Art”, also known as the “Nazca Lines”.

Task One: Listen, and make notes in the table below.

Nazca Lines

Location — Nazca Desert in southern Peru in South America

0
- Example: © hundreds of simple lines and geometric shapes

Designs . _ . .
of figures | — animals: birds, llamas, jaguars, monkeys, human figures, trees, flowers
. (11)
— largest figures: over metres
. . (12)
— lines formed on ground with a depth of 10 to cms.

Archaeological . _
— simple tools used to create drawings

surveys
— a wooden 13 was carbon-dated to find out its age.
— astronomical maps to agricultural s

Purposes — Inca roads or irrigation (13)

— religious significance

aoeds siy3 ul 931um J0uU oq
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Diploma, English 'Elective’, Semester One — First Session Academic Year: 2018/2019

Listening 2 (continued)

Task Two: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS).

16. When was Paul Kosok in Peru?

aoeds siy} ul 9314m jou oQ

17. What shape drawing did Paul observe from his plane?

18. Why did Maria Reiche join Paul?

19. How has the climate helped keep the Nazca lines visible?

20. Who discovered two small figures in 2011?

Do not write in this space
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Reading 1 (Items 21 - 32) (12 marks)

Read the text about “Playtime: past and present”. Then complete the tasks that follow.

Playtime: past and present

Over the past twenty years, the time children spend playing outdoors has dropped
dramatically. From one generation to the next, the number of hours children spend
outdoors has decreased by fifty percent. Children used to spend up to ten hours per
week playing outside, making up imaginary games, riding their bicycles and climbing
trees. Nowadays, on average, children spend no more than five hours per week playing
outside. Most of their time is spent indoors watching television, playing on iPads or
PlayStations, or using social media.

The most obvious reason for this change is technology, which has developed at an
incredibly rapid rate in the last two decades. Mobile phones, personal computers,
laptops, iPads, gaming consoles — none of these existed when our parents were
children. Now, just about every teenager has their own cell phone and laptop, and even
if they do not, they have easy access to one in the family home. Gaming consoles such
as PlayStation have become extremely popular, with sixty-three percent of teenagers
having one in their home.

Another factor affecting children’s outdoor playtime is the amount of time parents
spend at work. In recent years, working hours have steadily increased, leaving parents
with less time to make sure that their children have sufficient outdoor playtime. In
addition, over the last twenty years, the number of women working outside their
homes has increased by 20 million. In the past, women stayed at home with their
children and could encourage them to spend time playing outside. However, because
the majority of mothers work away from their homes nowadays, they are no longer
there to supervise their children’s playtime. Indeed, even when parents are at home,
they are constantly connected to work via emails, text messages or phone calls.

One of the major disadvantages of having less outdoor playtime is that children have
become more sedentary or inactive. In comparison to their parents, children nowadays
get a lot less exercise than their parents used to when they were young. This means
that children are not as fit as their parents were at the same age. It also means that
they are more likely to become overweight or obese.

Another disadvantage of not spending enough time outside is that children do not
have as much exposure to sunlight. This can result in low levels of Vitamin D. When
exposed to the sun the body creates this essential vitamin, which is vital for the body
to work properly. A vitamin D deficiency may result in a weak immune system, weaker
bones, tiredness and depression.

Parents should actively try to increase the amount of time their children spend
outdoors. They should also control their children's use of electronic devices and social
media. While change is inevitable, parents should encourage their children to be more
active and play lots of sports and games.

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English 'Elective’, Semester One — First Session Academic Year: 2018/2019

Reading 1 (continued)

Task One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS,).

21. Which outdoor activities did children do more frequently in the past? (list two)

22. Nowadays, how much time, on average, do children spend outside each week?

23. Which electronic device is owned by more than fifty percent of teenagers?

24. According to the text, where do most mothers work these days?

25. Why are parents not able to spend more time with their children?

Because

26. What is one of the most significant consequences of having less time to play
outdoors?

27. Why is it important to spend some time in the sun?

Task Two: For each item, complete the missing words (not more than TWO WORDS).

28. Children today spend playing outside.

29. Teenagers might not have their own but will probably have easy
access to one in their family home.

30. In the past, used to stay at home and monitor their children’s
playtime.
31. Children are not as their parents were when they were children.

32. Parents should reduce the amount of time their children spend on

Do not write in this space
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Reading 2 (Items 33 - 45) (13 marks)

Read the following text. Then complete the tasks.

A life-changing experience

1 People often assume that | spent my childhood travelling to exotic places, which
in turn led me to become a travel writer, but it is just not true. When | think back, it
was one very significant experience as a teenager that inspired me to choose this
profession.

2 My first trip abroad was to Scotland when | was sixteen years old. | had been selected
to take part in an exchange programme in which teenagers had the opportunity to
attend a school in another country for three months, in order to experience what it is
like to be a student in a different environment.

3 | was so excited! | had only ever been on an airplane once before and | had never
been outside my country. There | was boarding a plane and travelling across the world
by myself. | remember being quite nervous about getting on the right plane, but it
was very simple. Everything in the airport was clearly signposted and easy to find.

4 Arriving in the Scottish highlands felt like landing on another planet. The landscape
was vastly different to the landscape | had grown up with. There were hills and
mountains as far as the eye could see and a lot of grey clouds. It was very different to
the beautiful sandy beaches and blue skies | was used to at home. | remember how
bitterly cold the air was. It cut straight through all my warm layers of clothing.

5 The school | attended for those three months was bigger than any other school |
had ever seen before. The school grounds were spread over two hundred acres. There
were thirty buildings, a wood and a lake. At home, | attended a school, but this school
was a boarding school. So | stayed at the school with forty other students who only
got home once a term.

6 The students were very friendly and welcoming but getting used to their accents
was a challenging task. Even though we spoke the same language, they pronounced
things very differently. My accent was strange to them too and we had some good
laughs about things that got lost in translation.

7 As an adult, | have met many people who hated going to boarding schools, but for
me, life at boarding school was great fun. Every morning we had to wake up at the
same time, shower, get dressed and go to the cafeteria for breakfast before lessons
started. We would meet again in the cafeteria for lunch and dinner. Meal times were
a great time to socialise. Most of the food was similar to what | was used to back
home, but | did not like some of the traditional Scottish food dishes. In the afternoons,
we could choose from a variety of sports and activities. My favourite activities were
singing in the choir and learning how to horse ride and jump high fences.

aoeds siy3 ul 931um J0uU oq

Do not write in this space



alimanathi.comfom sloall alioll gdge

Diploma, English 'Elective’, Semester One — First Session Academic Year: 2018/2019

Reading 2 (continued)

8 While | was there | celebrated my seventeenth birthday and experienced one of the
school’s unofficial traditions, a birthday prank! My friends dragged me to the lake and
threw me in. The water was freezing and | do not think | have ever been so cold in my
life. It was a birthday present | will never forget.

9 My time in Scotland was a life-changing experience. It was there that | fell in love
with different food and cultures, and from that time | knew that | would spend the rest
of my life travelling around the world.

aoeds siy} ul 9314m jou oQ

Task One: For each item, shade in the bubble ((O) next to the correct option.

33. The time the writer spent in Scotland was important because as a result he
O travelled to an (O had never travelled (O became a travel
exotic place on a plane before writer
34. The writer went to Scotland
(O as an exchange O to work as a writer O  to see the woods
student and mountains
35. The writer felt that the Scottish landscape was

O similar to the (O different to the O the same as the
landscape at home landscape at home landscape on
another planet

36. One of the things the writer found difficult to get used to was

O the weather O the Scottish accent. O living in a boarding
house.

37. The writer's experience in Scotland taught him to

O enjoy traditional O celebrate birthdays O love different
Scottish food cultures and food

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English 'Elective', Semester One — Second Session

Academic Year: 2017/2018

Reading 2 (continued)

38. An exchange student

O lives permanently
in another country

39. Socialise means
O enjoying your
exchange programme
40. A prankis

O ajoke friends play
on each other

O visits a different (O studies in another
school in their country for a short
home country time

(O spending time (O eating three meals
with friends a day in school.

(O atraditional birthday (O a way to make

celebration

new friends

Task two: Match the paragraphs to the sub-headings. There are three extra sub-headings.

Paragraphs

41. Paragraphs 1 and 2.

42. Paragraph 4.

43. Paragraph 6.

44. Paragraph 7.

45. Paragraph 8.

Sub-headings

A.

Another world

B.

My time as a travel writer

C.

A birthday to remember

. Meal times

Boarding school daily routine

A different subject

. Misunderstandings

A life -changing event

Do not write in this space
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Diploma, English 'Elective’, Semester One — First Session Academic Year: 2018/2019

Writing 1 (15 marks)

Write at least 150 words on the following topic:
“Working in your own country is better than working abroad.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give specific reasons and

examples to support your opinion.

Your writing should be clear and organised.

Do not write in this space
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Writing 1 (continued)

Do not write in this space
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Writing 2 (10 marks)

The chart below shows the internet usage rate in New Zealand according to age group.

Summarise the information in the graph and make comparisons.

Daily interent usage rate in New Zealand in 2016 & 2012 by

aoeds siy} ul 9314m jou oQ

age group

., 120%
g}
= 97% 97% 93%
S 100% 86% ’ 85%
g ’ 78% °
2. 80% 66%
5] 0,
£ 60% 52% 543 46%
° 36%
S 40% 27%
)
g 20%
&
£ 0%

under 25 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

m2016 2012
adapted from©Statista2018

You should write at least 150 words. Your writing should be clear and organised.

Do not write in this space
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Writing 2 (continued)

[ End of Examination ]

Do not write in this space
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